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Senate overwhelmingly passes session limits bill
By a vote of 44-2, the Senate on Wednesday gave final approval to session limits legislation sponsored by Sen. David Hoyle (D-Gaston), and sent the measure to the House, where it’s expected to receive a warmer welcome than a nearly identical measure that died there last year. S. 2 Session Limits generally would limit legislative sessions to 135 calendar days in odd-numbered years when the General Assembly adopts a two-year budget plan and to 60 calendar days in even-numbered years when the legislature reconvenes to adjust the budget for the second year of the biennium. 

The only dissenting votes came from Sens. Fern Shubert (R-Union) and Hugh Webster (R-Alamance). An amendment offered Tuesday by Sen. Shubert providing that appointments to legislative committees and commissions must proportionately reflect the political makeup of the House and Senate was defeated on a 27-19 vote largely along party lines.

The House can’t take up the session limits bill because it hasn’t yet organized its committees (see story below). Until then, Hoyle said he would plan strategy with House supporters, including two freshmen members, Reps. Stephen LaRoque (R-Lenoir) and Patrick McHenry (R-Gaston), who have filed session limits bills in that chamber. Observers agree that the 36 House freshmen will be key to the success of session limits legislation. Republican House Speaker Richard Morgan and Democrat Speaker Jim Black have indicated they won’t block debate on session limits legislation. However, Republican Caucus Leader Joe Kiser and Democrat Caucus Leader Joe Hackney both voted against session limits last year.

”We are pleased that our friends in the Senate have passed session limits legislation for the sixth year in a row,” said NCCBI Vice President of Governmental Affairs Leslie Bevacqua. “Many of the freshman legislators ran on platforms of reforming the legislative process and they are already talking to their colleagues about the need to pass legislation to limits legislative sessions. We are encouraged about the prospects of the legislation in the House this year.”

Meanwhile, Rep. Bill Owens (D-Pasquotank) tossed a related measure into the hopper Wednesday. H. 40 Session Limits/Four-Year Terms is essentially the Hoyle bill but includes four-year terms for legislators. 

For such a complex subject, the constitutional amendment legislation is quite simple and takes up less than a page. The text of the Hoyle bill is reprinted on page 9.



Morgan banishes Daughtry camp to back rows of House chamber
The House made little progress again this week on getting itself organized so it can get down to business. But it did accomplish one small but important task. It decided where everyone will sit, which is harder than it sounds because deciding who gets the good seats and who get relegated to the dim corners always has been a plum enjoyed by the majority party, and there is no majority in the chamber this year. It was up to Republican Speaker Richard Morgan to decide where the 60 Republicans would sit on the right side of the chamber, and to Democratic Speaker Jim Black to decide where the 60 Democrats would site on the left side.

The seating chart mostly was scrutinized to see where Morgan would put Rep. Leo Daughtry (R-Johnston) and his close allies with whom Morgan had waged a fierce battle over party leadership. As expected, Morgan moved Daughtry to the back row. Daughtry allies Sam Ellis (R-Wake), Frank Mitchell (R-Iredell), Ed McMahan (R-Mecklenburg) and Billy Creech (R-Johnston) also were moved to the back. Morgan gave choice seats to be several of his supporters, including Danny McComas (R-New Hanover) and former Speaker Harold Brubaker (R-Randolph).


Another question was where Morgan would assign himself to sit. Back when we had only one, the Speaker of the House sat in seat 120 at the very back, a largely symbolic gesture because the Speaker almost always was presiding from the podium. But Black and Morgan are taking turns running the House, so observers concluded that where they sit on their off-days would give some insight into their strategy for managing floor debate.

On his side of the aisle, Black chose the traditional speaker's seat at the back. That indicates that on days when he’s not presiding Black doesn’t plan to be heavily involved in floor debates, leaving that to trusted ally Pete Cunningham and Caucus Leader Joe Hackney. Morgan, on the other hand, put himself in the front row of the Republican side of the chamber, which indicates he is less willing to delegate the political heavy lifting to others.

Meanwhile, House Democrats on the fourth ballot chose Rep. Thomas Wright of New Hanover County as their nominee for co-speaker pro tem. Rep. Michael Decker (D-Forsyth), the former conservative Republican whose political switch threw the House into a 60-60 tie, was the leading voter-getter among five candidates on the first ballot. His lead evaporated in successive votes until Wright, on the fourth try, gained a majority.

On the Republican side, Rep. Joni Bowie of Guilford County was nominated for speaker pro tem at the party’s November caucus, but Morgan ally Rep. Julia Howard (R-Davie) emerged this week as his choice for the post. The full House elects the speakers pro tem. No vote was taken this week, so it remains to be seen if Howard and Wright will win the posts.

Morgan has worked to heal the divisions among House Republicans, and it’s unclear how Howard’s emergence for the post fits into that picture. It is known that the rumors that Daughtry and perhaps others in his camp would resign from the House aren’t true. They are staying and even have formed their own club of sorts – something they call the Safari Club. Morgan’s fence mending produced the unofficial endorsement of the 20 Republican freshmen, according to Rep. John Sauls (R-Lee), the group’s leader. But the key test will come with the appointment of committee chairs. How Morgan and Black dole out those favors should tell how united – or split – the Republicans will be.

On the Democratic side, Reps. Marian McLawhorn of Pitt County, Beverly Earle of Mecklenburg County, Phil Haire of Jackson County and Paul Miller of Durham County were elected Democratic whips by the party caucus. They will help House Democratic leader Hackney count votes and serve as floor leaders.

A seating chart for Democrats and Republicans in the House is on pages 7 and 8.


Easley proposes robbing Peter to pay Paul for highways
Gov. Mike Easley said Wednesday he wants to take $700 million the state is sitting on from a 1996 bond referendum and divert the money toward highway maintenance and other projects. Voters approved the bonds in a 1996 referendum specifically for building urban loops and widening interstate highways, so diverting the money to other highway projects will require legislative approval.

NCCBI President Phil Kirk said that while he applauds Governor Easley for recognizing the seriousness of North Carolina’s highway maintenance needs, robbing Peter to pay Paul isn’t the best solution, particularly when doing so would cause voters to wonder if they had been told the truth. “It’s wrong to ask the voters to approve money for one purpose, not spend it for years and now tell them it’s needed for another purpose. It is another nail in the coffin in voter confidence and voter trust in state government.”

“Transportation in North Carolina has reached a critical crossroad,” Easley said in announcing what he called the N.C. Moving Ahead project. “We are taking money that would otherwise sit idle and investing it in jobs and infrastructure. We hope to create 30,000 new jobs while generating a $4 billion impact on our economy. Although we have made great strides in highway expansion over the years, the current condition of roads and bridges, as well as the lack of public transportation options, will not support the quality of life needed to fulfill our vision for One North Carolina.”


The governor said he would ask the General Assembly to revise the Highway Trust Fund law to allow the diversion of the 1996 bond money. If the legislature goes along, the NCDOT would then sell the $700 million in bonds and use the proceeds to reimburse the Highway Trust Fund for expenditures made on projects Easley proposes, including:

Increasing the highway maintenance and preservation budget nearly 45 percent, allowing the DOT to resurface and rehabilitate highways in rural and urban areas. 


Increasing highway modernization by 25 percent through improvements such as widening lanes and shoulders, building turn lanes, improving intersections, replacing substandard bridges and upgrading traffic signal systems across the state.
 

Increasing the funding for public transportation by about 25 percent, allowing an increase of $75 million in state funding for regional rail systems in Charlotte, the Triangle and the Triad. 

  
Kirk said he wants to talk with several others before deciding exactly how to respond to the governor’s initiative. ”We want to consult with our Transportation Committee and the urban chambers that worked so hard with us to get that money for the loop roads in 1996. But my initial reaction is if it’s not used for loop roads the bond sale should be canceled.” He also wondered aloud why so little of the 1996 bond money hasn’t been used. “I don’t accept the fact that they say it can’t be used for urban loops. Raleigh’s Outer Loop isn’t scheduled to be completed for 15-20 years. It’s the same or not much better in the other six metro areas that were supposed to get this money for their urban loops. Why doesn’t the governor want to use this money for the purpose voters approved it on projects everyone knows are needed and are way behind schedule?”

Voters approved creation of the Highway Trust Fund in 1989 with funding coming from new taxes on gasoline, on highway-use taxes on new vehicles, and title and registration fees. The revenue was dedicated to completing a 3,600-mile intrastate road system, build loops around the state's seven major metro areas, pave all secondary roads that carry more than 50 vehicles a day, and improving city streets. When progress toward meeting those transportation goals slowed, the state went back to voters in 1996 with the proposal for the $950 million bond issue, with the specific purpose of using the money to speed up construction of the urban loops, widen some interstate roads and paving some dirt roads. Money in the trust fund -- which had a cash balance of $119 million yesterday -- comes from gas taxes, and investment income. In 1996, voters approved a bond referendum totaling $950 million to speed up construction of the loop roads, widen intrastate roads and pave dirt ones. Only $250 million of the bonds have been sold and spent so far. 

The Highway Trust Fund receives about $1 billion a year. Nearly two years ago, it had a cash balance totaling $832 million. Easley said that with so much cash on hand, transportation officials did not have to sell the remainder of the outer loop bonds. However, the Highway Trust Fund balance had fallen to about $120 million this year after the state got more aggressive in mounting highway projects.


Black, Morgan want budget suggestions from business leaders
House Speakers Jim Black and Richard Morgan said this week that they want to start the process of drafting a state budget by soliciting ideas from the public, particularly business leaders, on ways to close a projected revenue gap and to increase government efficiency. The forum will be held Tuesday, March 4, beginning at 1 p.m. in the General Assembly auditorium.

During the forum, “the Speakers request that participants bring with them written, constructive ideas on how to alleviate the state’s budget crises and promote state government efficiency,” Black and Morgan said in a press release. “These would need to be specific ideas/examples on how the state could save money and encourage economic recovery in our state.”

Panelists at the forum will include Black and Morgan as well as Secretary of Revenue Norris Tolson, State Treasurer Richard Moore and General Assembly Lead Fiscal Analyst Dave Crotts. Presentations will be made by HHS Secretary Carmen Hooker-Odom, Superintendent of Public Instruction Mike Ward, State Budget Director Dave McCoy; UNC System President Molly Broad, Community College System Vice President for Economic and Workforce Development Dr. Larry Keen, Commerce Secretary Jim Fain and Dr. Leslie Alexandre of the Biotechnology Center.

“North Carolina continues to experience declines in revenue and increasing demands on services, such as education, health care, and transportation,” Black and Morgan said. “The Speakers need the experience and opinion of our state’s leaders to ensure our state’s progress. Education and Health and Human Services represent the largest portion of North Carolina’s budget. There are spiraling costs associated with each of them:  Medicaid expenditures continue to soar; mental health services are extremely under-funded; there is overcrowding in our classrooms; teachers’ salaries are still not where they need to be to attract and retain qualified individuals. Secretary Jim Fain will be able to elaborate on what North Carolina is lacking to encourage our competitive growth in this economic development and Dr. Leslie Alexandre will make a presentation on how to implement a growth in the biotechnology sector in North Carolina. The presentations will help illustrate why the critical needs of state have to be balanced with the requirements to move this state forward. The panel will make their own presentations on where North Carolina is presently and be available to the guests to answer their questions.”

For more information about the forum, contact Chad Lowry or Rita Harris in Speaker Black’s office or Gregg Thompson in Speaker Morgan’s office.


State of the State: Gov. Mike Easley will deliver his State of the State address to a joint session of the House and Senate on March 3. By tradition, the governor addresses the General Assembly every two years soon after the convening of the biennial session of the legislature. 

Bills of Interest Introduced This Week
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 H. 33 (Luebke) Private Prosecution/Felony Offenses - An act to authorize private prosecutions of felony offenses and to amend the North Carolina Constitution to authorize private prosecutions of felony offenses. 
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 H. 34 (Luebke) Charter School & State Retirement and Medical Plans - An act to authorize certain charter schools to elect to participate in the Teachers' and State Employees' Retirement System and the North Carolina Teachers' and State Employees' Comprehensive Major Medical Plan. 
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 H. 61 (Rand) Military Personnel/Tuition - An act to simplify the procedure for calculating tuition for military personnel and their dependents 
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 H. 36 (Womble, Luebke, Weiss and Insko) Repeal Involuntary Sterilization - A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the law that authorizes the involuntary sterilization of persons who are mentally ill or mentally retarded and to make conforming changes to the general statutes.
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 H. 37 (Adams) Livable State Minimum Wage - A bill to be entitled an act amending the Wage and Hour Act to raise the state minimum wage to a livable wage. 
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 H. 38 (Adams) Tenured Teachers Retain Tenure - A bill to be entitled an act to permit career teachers to retain career status when they change school systems or return to teaching after leaving the profession. 
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 H. 39 (Blust) No Government Official in PSA - A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit state officers of members or their immediate households from appearing in state-administered public service announcements. 
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 H. 41 (Holliman, G. Allen, Hill, Luebke and Wainwright) Revenue Technical Law Changes - A bill to be entitled an act to make technical and clarifying changes to the revenue laws and general statutes. 
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 H. 42 (Goodwin, Hall, Moore and Stiller) Criminal Unauthorized Recordings - A bill to be entitled an act modifying the felony and misdemeanor offenses related to conducting certain unauthorized sound and video recordings.

[image: image10.png]


 H. 43 (Rayfield) New Party Filing Fee - A bill to be entitled an act to require new party candidates to pay filing fees on a similar basis to major party candidates. 
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 H. 44 (Luebke, G. Allen, Hill, Holliman and Wainwright) Streamlined Sales Tax Changes - A bill to be entitled an act to adopt the streamlined sales tax changes. 
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 H. 45 (Baker) Exempt Tobacco Payments From Income Tax - A bill to be entitled an act to exempt from income tax payments made to tobacco farmers, tobacco workers, allotment holders and others as compensation for their losses, pursuant to the tobacco settlement and related agreements with tobacco manufacturers. 
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 H. 46 (Baker) NC Government Competition Commission - A bill to be entitled an act establishing the North Carolina Government Competition Commission to provide better government in North Carolina through a comprehensive state government competition initiative. 
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 H. 61 (G. Allen) Revenue Administration Changes - An act to modify the received deduction for regulated investment companies and real estate investment trusts to ensure that all dividends are treated uniformly, to extend for two years the Department of Revenue's authority to outsource the collection of in-state tax debits and to make various administrative changes in the tax laws. 
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 H. 62 (G. Allen) State Government Sales Tax Exempt - An act to promote efficiency in state government by allowing a sales and use tax exemption for state agencies instead of a sales tax and use tax refund to state agencies. 
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 S. 62 (Rand) Judicial Reform/Blank Bill – Blank bill providing for judicial reform. 
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 S. 63 (Rand) Pro Tem Appointments Bill-1 – Blank bill appointing persons to various public offices upon recommendation of the president pro tempore of the Senate.
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 S. 64 (Rand) Pro Tem Appointments Bill-2 – Blank bill appointing persons to various public offices upon recommendation of the president pro tempore of the Senate. 
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 S. 93 (Gulley) Amend Special Probation Definition - A bill to be entitled an act to amend the definition of special probation to remove the six-month limitation on the period of imprisonment. 
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 S. 96 (Tillman) 'Choose Life' License Plate - A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Division of Motor Vehicles to issue a "Choose Life" license plate.
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 S. 97 (Hartsell, Clodfelter, Dalton, Hoyle and Kerr) Revenue Laws Technical Changes - An act to make technical and clarifying changes to the revenue laws and related statutes. 
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 S. 99 (Kerr, Clodfelter Dalton, Hartsell and Hoyle) Streamlined Sales Tax Changes - A bill to be entitled an act to adopt the streamlined sales tax changes. 
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 S. 100 (Kerr, Clodfelter Dalton, Hartsell and Hoyle) State Government Sales Tax Exemption - An act to promote efficiency in state government by allowing a sales and use tax exemption for state agencies instead of a sales tax and use refund to state.
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 S. 107 (Carpenter) MV Insurers - No Mandate On Nonoriginal Parts - An act prohibiting an insurer from authorizing or requiring the use of nonoriginal crash repair parts or nonoriginal auto glass for motor vehicle repairs without the written consent from the insured or claimant. 
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 S. 108 (Carpenter) No Comprehensive Deductible On Windshields - An act to eliminate the automobile insurance comprehensible deductible on motor vehicle windshield glass. 
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 S. 109 (Carpenter) Motor Vehicle Glass Repairs - An act to prohibit couponing or waiving of deductibles in motor vehicle glass repairs and automotive collision repair. 
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 S. 137 (Clodfelter) Special Obligation Debt/Purposes - An act to authorize municipal service districts for transit-oriented development and to authorize cities to use special obligation financing for projects within municipal service districts. 
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 S. 145 (Forrester) Physician-Assisted Suicide - An act requiring the North Carolina Medical Board to implement policies to train and educate persons licensed to practice or persons desiring to practice medicine in this state on issues related to physician-assisted suicide and creating the criminal offense of physician-assisted suicide. 

Names in the News

Metcalf resigns university post to avoid conflict of interest
Shortly after he was appointed a co-chair of the Senate Education Committee and the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Education, Democratic Sen. Steve Metcalf said this week that he will resign his job as director of government relations for Western Carolina University. Critics had complained Metcalf, who is starting his third term in the Senate, had a conflict of interest in working for a university while having a major influence over the state’s educational policies. Metcalf said he also will resign from the Asheville-Buncombe Technical Community College board of trustees. Metcalf, a former county manager of Buncombe County, said he likely would resume a career in private consulting.
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 Mia Morris, the Fayetteville Republican who lost a bid for a fourth term in the House, has joined the Raleigh law offices of Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice as a legislative lobbyist.
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 Ed Turlington of Raleigh, who managed Jim Hunt’s 1996 gubernatorial campaign and was his chief of staff, was named general chairman of U.S. Sen. John Edwards' presidential campaign. Turlington was deputy campaign manager for Bill Bradley's 2000 presidential bid; Turlington is a former executive director of the N.C. Democratic Party. 
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 Gregg Thompson of Spruce Pine, the Republican five-term member of the House who lost a bid for the Senate last fall, was named budget adviser to GOP House Speaker Richard Morgan.
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 Five more Republicans reportedly are considering running for Cong. Richard Burr’s Fifth Congressional District seat, including veteran state Sen. Virginia Foxx of Watauga County and freshman state Sen. R.B. Sloan Jr. of Iredell County. Others said to be mulling a run for the seat include John Cosgrove, who owns a Party Central store in Winston-Salem; and Blake Lovette, a retired poultry executive from North Wilkesboro; District Court Judge Jimmy Myers of Davie County.

Where Democrats sit in the House
as seen from the back of the chamber

	
	
	
	
	
	

	120
	119
	118
	117
	116
	115

	Black
	Bordsen
	Rapp
	England
	C. Johnson
	Goforth

	Mecklenburg
	Alamance
	Madison
	Rutherford
	Pitt
	Buncombe

	
	
	
	
	
	

	108
	107
	106
	105
	104
	103

	Gibson
	Glazier
	Carney
	F.-Butterfield
	Ross
	Parmon

	Montgomery
	Cumberland
	Mecklenburg
	Wilson
	Wake
	Forsyth

	
	
	
	
	
	

	96
	95
	94
	93
	92
	91

	Bell
	Earle
	B. Allen
	Jones
	L. Allen
	Dickson

	Sampson
	Mecklenburg
	Wake
	Guilford
	Franklin
	Cumberland

	
	
	
	
	
	

	84
	83
	82
	81
	80
	79

	Yongue
	Bonner
	Lucas
	Goodwin
	Coates
	Jeffus

	Scotland
	Robeson
	Cumberland
	Richmond
	Rowan
	Guilford

	
	
	
	
	
	

	72
	71
	70
	69
	68
	67

	Harrell
	Sutton
	Insko
	Hackney
	Hunter
	Adams

	Surry
	Robeson
	Orange
	Orange
	Hertford
	Guilford

	
	
	
	
	
	

	60
	59
	58
	57
	56
	55

	Hall
	Tolson
	McAllister
	Michaux
	Womble
	Holliman

	Halifax
	Edgecombe
	Cumberland
	Durham
	Forsyth
	Davidson

	
	
	
	
	
	

	48
	47
	46
	45
	44
	43

	Saunders
	Haire
	Fox
	Cole
	Luebke
	Miller

	Mecklenburg
	Jackson
	Granville
	Rockingham
	Durham
	Durham

	
	
	
	
	
	

	36
	35
	34
	33
	32
	31

	Culpepper
	Warren
	McLawhorn
	Church
	Alexander
	Weiss

	Chowan
	Pitt
	Pitt
	Burke
	Mecklenburg
	Wake

	
	
	
	
	
	

	24
	23
	22
	21
	20
	19

	Crawford
	Nye
	A. Williams
	Hill
	Nesbitt
	Wright

	Granville
	Bladen
	Beaufort
	Columbus
	Buncombe
	New Hanover

	
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	11
	10
	9
	8
	7

	Decker
	Warner
	G. Allen
	Owens
	Wainwright
	Cunningham

	Forsyth
	Cumberland
	Person
	Pasquotank
	Craven
	Mecklenburg

	
	
	
	
	
	


Podium

Where Republicans sit in the House
as seen from the back of the chamber
	
	
	
	
	
	

	114
	113
	112
	111
	110
	109

	Ellis
	Stam
	McMahan
	Creech
	Dockham
	Blackwood

	Wake
	Wake
	Mecklenburg
	Johnston
	Davidson
	Union

	
	
	
	
	
	

	102
	101
	100
	99
	98
	97

	Daughtry
	Blust
	Mitchell
	Rhodes
	Preston
	McHenry

	Johnston
	Guilford
	Iredell
	Mecklenburg
	Carteret
	Gaston

	
	
	
	
	
	

	90
	89
	88
	87
	86
	85

	Sexton
	Gulley
	Walend
	Gillespie
	Capps
	Rayfield

	Rockingham
	Mecklenburg
	Transylvania
	McDowell
	Wake
	Gaston

	
	
	
	
	
	

	78
	77
	76
	75
	74
	73

	Bowie
	Holmes
	Barnhart
	Ray
	Culp
	Lewis

	Guilford
	Yadkin
	Cabarrus
	Iredell
	Randolph
	Harnett

	
	
	
	
	
	

	66
	65
	64
	63
	62
	61

	Daughtridge
	Wood
	McCombs
	Pate
	Frye
	Hilton

	Nash
	Guilford
	Rowan
	Wayne
	Mitchell
	Catawba

	
	
	
	
	
	

	54
	53
	52
	51
	50
	49

	McGee
	Moore
	Barbee
	G. Wilson
	West
	Baker

	Forsyth
	Cleveland
	Stanly
	Watauga
	Cherokee
	Stokes

	
	
	
	
	
	

	42
	41
	40
	39
	38
	37

	Setzer
	Munford
	Sauls
	Walker
	Allred
	C. Wilson

	Catawba
	Wake
	Lee
	Wilkes
	Alamance
	Mecklenburg

	
	
	
	
	
	

	30
	29
	28
	27
	26
	25

	Starnes
	Stiller
	L. Johnson
	Justus
	Eddins
	Gorman

	Caldwell
	Brunswick
	Cabarrus
	Henderson
	Wake
	Craven

	
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	17
	16
	15
	14
	13

	Kiser
	Sherrill
	LaRoque
	Justice
	Clary
	McComas

	Lincoln
	Buncombe
	Lenoir
	Pender
	Cleveland
	New Hanover

	
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Miner
	K. Williams
	Grady
	Howard
	Brubaker
	Morgan

	Wake
	Onslow
	Onslow
	Davie
	Randolph
	Moore

	
	
	
	
	
	


Podium

Text of S. 2 Session Limits

The General Assembly shall meet in regular session after the term of office for Senators and Representatives commences in 2004 and every two years thereafter on the day prescribed by law.

(b) Odd-numbered years. - Beginning with the regular session in 2005, during an odd-numbered year, the General Assembly shall remain in session for no more than 135 calendar days, except that this period may be extended by joint resolution once per regular session for not more than 10 calendar days. The month of December beginning on the first Wednesday in the month in each preceding even-numbered year is also included in the calculation of the limit of days the General Assembly may meet in odd-numbered years. If the General Assembly, upon convening of the regular session, meets initially for not more than two consecutive calendar days and then adjourns for not less than 30 calendar days, that period of adjournment shall be excluded from the 135 calendar days.

(c) Even-numbered years. - If the regular session meets in even-numbered years, the General Assembly shall remain in session for no more than 60 calendar days, except that this period may be extended by joint resolution once per regular session for not more than 10 calendar days, but the month of December beginning on the first Wednesday in the month of each even-numbered year is excluded from the calculation of the maximum number of days the General Assembly can meet in that year.

(d) Any reconvened session called under Section 5 of Article III of this Constitution shall be excluded from the calculations of this section.

(e) Neither house shall proceed upon public business unless a majority of all of its members are actually present.

(f) No valid action, other than a resolution of adjournment, may be taken by the General Assembly after the time limits prescribed in this section have expired."

SECTION 2. Section 9 of Article II of the North Carolina Constitution reads as rewritten:

"Sec. 9. Term of office. The term of office of Senators and Representatives shall commence on the first day of January Wednesday in December next after their election."

SECTION 3. The amendments set out in Sections 1 and 2 of this act shall be submitted to the qualified voters of the State at the next statewide election, primary or otherwise, which election shall be conducted under the laws then governing elections in the State. Ballots, voting systems, or both may be used in accordance with Chapter 163 of the General Statutes.


The question to be used in the voting systems and ballots shall be: “[ ] FOR  [ ] AGAINST
Constitutional amendments limiting the length of the legislative session and making conforming amendments concerning the date of the beginning of the term."


SECTION 4. If a majority of votes cast on the question are in favor of the amendments set out in Sections 1 and 2 of this act, the State Board of Elections shall certify the amendments to the Secretary of State whereupon the amendments shall become effective. The Secretary of State shall enroll the amendments so certified among the permanent records of that office.

SECTION 5. This act is effective when it becomes law.
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