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Senate overwhelmingly passes clean air
bill that will require higher electric rates

By a vote of 43-5, the Senate on Monday passed and sent to the House legislation mandating sharp reductions of emissions from 14 coal-fired power plants in North Carolina and allowing the utilities to pass along the cost to their customers. A bipartisan majority supported passage of the measure, but the two Democrats and three Republicans who voted against it said they feared the financial impact it would have on business and industry.

The measure by Sen. Steve Metcalf (D-Buncombe) would force Carolina Power & Light Co. and Duke Power Co. to cut emissions of nitrogen oxide from the power plants by 78 percent by 2009 and cut emissions of sulfur dioxide by 73 percent by 2013. Supporters of the measure say such steps are necessary to protect the public health and to shore up the state’s critical travel and tourism industry, particularly in the western part of the state where atmospheric haze is becoming an issue. 

However, some are beginning to worry that the high cost of meeting the legislation’s mandates. The utilities estimate they would have to spend $2.2 billion on pollution-control equipment and would have to pass along that cost to their customers.

Based on information previously provided by Duke and CP&L, the impact of the legislation on a customer's bill would vary depending on the consumer's rate schedule and usage patterns. The increase (based on average preliminary estimates over a 12-year period and reflecting levelized costs) will be between $2.50 to $3.50 per megawatt hour. An example of the impact for an industrial customer with a monthly electric usage of 5,000 megawatt hours would be a monthly increase of $15,000. A customer with a monthly electric usage of 1,000 megawatt hours would experience a $3,000 increase per month. 

	
Legislature schedules 
hearings on redistricting
The General Assembly will hold public hearings in eight cities beginning next week to hear suggestions from citizens about drawing new boundaries for congressional and legislative districts. Leaders of the House and Senate redistricting committees will attend the three-hour meetings. Each meeting will be linked by videoconference with two or three other towns in the region to allow more people in each region an opportunity to be heard. Below are the times and dates of the meetings, with the satellite locations shown in parenthesis:

	n May 3, 7 p.m., N.C. School of Science & Math, Durham (Henderson, Tarboro).

	n May 4, 7 p.m., UNC-Greensboro (Winston-Salem, High Point).

	n May 5, 9:30 a.m., Central Piedmont Community College, Charlotte (Kannapolis, Hickory).

	n May 5, 4 p.m., UNC-Asheville (Boone, Cullowhee).

	n May 10, 7 p.m., Cumberland County Health Department, Fayetteville (Jacksonville, Pembroke).

	n May 11, 7 p.m., Cape Fear Community College, Wilmington (Hampstead, Burgaw, Supply).

	n May 12, 9:30 a.m., Pitt Community College, Greenville (Wilson, Washington).

	n May 12, 4 p.m., Holmes High School, Edenton (Elizabeth City, Manteo, Weldon).


Sen. David Hoyle (D-Gaston), one of the five to vote against the bill on second-reading (the bill was passed by a voice vote on third reading), said it would be “the last nail we drive in the coffin” of the textile industry. Others voting against the bill on second reading were Sens. Walter Dalton (D-Rutherford), Jim Forrester (R-Gaston), Robert Rucho (R-Mecklenburg) and Hugh Webster (R-Alamance).

NCCBI does not have a position for or against the legislation at this time. The association is encouraging the General Assembly to give the bill a more thorough review so all concerned can realize the fill impact and all the implications of passage before final action is take.

At the end of last week, final action on the bill in the Senate was delayed until the Legislative Research Commission staff could put together a fiscal note. The research indicated that the state’s power bill would go up about $5 million a year if the legislation becomes law. 

The proposed bill would also: 

 Direct the Environmental Management Commission (EMC) to develop and adopt standards and plans to implement programs to achieve the collective reductions in the timeframe established.

 Direct the Utilities Commission to allow each electric utility to recover the full costs of compliance with this bill.

 Direct the State to use its resources to compel other states and entities to make similar reductions, particularly those states whose emissions adversely impact air quality in North Carolina or whose failure to make similar reductions would put the economy of North Carolina at a competitive disadvantage.

 Direct the EMC to evaluate the need for further reductions of NOx and sulfur dioxide (SO2), and report its findings to the General Assembly and the Environmental Review Commission annually beginning September 1, 2004. · Direct the Division of Air Quality to study issues related to the monitoring and control of mercury emissions from coal- fired generating units.

 Direct the Division of Air Quality to study issues related to setting standards for carbon dioxide emissions from coal- fired generating units and other stationary sources of air pollution. (Source: Bill Analysis, Research Division) 

Based on preliminary information from Carolina Power and Light (CP&L) and Duke Power, it appears that the fiscal impact on the State as a result of higher electricity costs would be an average of approximately $5 million per year for the period from about 2002 through 2013, with some years higher than that and others lower. The start date and actual pattern of expenditures cannot be determined at this time. 

The fiscal note on the bill says the total impact on local government is not known, but examples of approximate impacts are given below for Charlotte, Durham, and Winston-Salem and their associated counties and school districts. The impact on state and local government results from Section 3 of the bill, which creates a mechanism for recovery of costs incurred by CP&L and Duke Power. The costs are to be recovered from customers, and as major utility customers, state and local government would be impacted. Information on which to estimate the size and timing of the fiscal impact is preliminary. 

According to Duke and CP&L the likely impact would be approximately .3 cents per kilowatt-hour. Large government customers pay approximately 6 cents per kilowatt-hour (depending on which utility serves them and their electricity usage patterns). An additional .3 cents on a current rate of 6 cents is a 5 percent increase, and that is the impact assumed here. The actual amount will be determined by the Utilities Commission on the basis of criteria established in Section 3 of the bill. 


	Local government
	Last year’s power bill
	Estimated increase

	City of Charlotte 
	$15,588,913 
	$779,446 

	Mecklenburg County 
	$3,284,648 
	$164,232 

	Charlotte-Meck. Schools 
	$9,897,042 
	$494,852 

	Winston-Salem 
	$7,112,863 
	$355,643 

	Forsyth County 
	$1,831,874 
	$91,594 

	Win.-Salem/Forsyth Schools 
	$3,181,245 
	$159,062 

	Durham City 
	$3,919,385 
	$195,969 

	Durham County 
	$1,079,743 
	$53,987 

	Durham Public Schools 
	$3,200,649 
	$160,032 


According to the Office of State Controller, the state paid approximately $108 million for electricity in FY1999-2000. Not all of this would have been paid to Duke and CP&L, however. State facilities located in Fayetteville or High Point or other cities with municipal power systems would presumably pay those cities and would not be impacted by the bill. The same would apply for state facilities served by Electric Membership Corporations. The total of these deductions is not known, but it is assumed here that the State is paying Duke and CP&L, in total, about $100 million per year and that this would increase by about 5 percent, or $5 million per year as a result of the bill.

The fiscal note says information on the total impact on local governments is not available. As an example, however, Duke Power was able to provide data on the electricity bills of several large local government entities in Duke’s service territory, from which the potential fiscal impact can be estimated, as shown above.




Patients’ Bill of Rights legislation easily passes in Senate

Brushing aside objections by NCCBI and others that it would lead to sharply higher premiums, the state Senate voted unanimously Wednesday to approve a cornerstone of Gov. Mike Easley’s health care reform package by approving a bill that allows people to sue their HMOs in disputes over medical care. The measure, S. 199 Managed Care Patients' Bill Of Rights, sponsored by Insurance Committee Chairman Allan Wellons (D-Johnston) and 30 others, now goes to the House, where a companion bill, H. 194, is sitting in the Rules Committee. The House version is sponsored by Majority Leader Phil Baddour (D-Wayne) and 56 others.

The legislation allows a patient to sue their HMO in state court for denying coverage but only after the case had been reviewed by the health plan and by an independent review panel. The requirements in the legislation would not apply to most large companies, which self-insure their employee health benefits and thus come under federal regulations.

In addition to subjecting HMOs to lawsuits, the measure also would:

u Require HMOs to cover drugs prescribed by a doctor even if the drug isn’t on the HMO’s formulary as long as the patient’s doctor warrants that the drug is necessary.
u Allow patients with serious chronic diseases to choose a specialist in that field as their primary care doctor;
u Allow patients under 18 to choose a pediatrician as their primary care provider;

u Require HMOs to provide coverage for legitimate clinical trials evaluating new drugs and therapies; and
u Create a Managed Care Patients’ Assistance Program, with a director appointed by the governor, to help educate the public about their rights and to serve as an advocate for the public in resolving appeals, grievances and complaints.

Wellons said during floor debate that a patient’s right to sue their HMO was very limited in the bill. But unless there was some possibility of litigation, the mandatory internal review process wouldn’t have any teeth, he said.


Easley praised the Senate's action. "The people of North Carolina are one step closer to getting the basic patients' rights protection they deserve, thanks to the North Carolina Senate," the governor said in a statement. "This bill makes it clear that North Carolina will protect the health care rights of working families." 


Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina said it supports the bill. But during debate on the measure earlier Wednesday by the Senate Insurance Committee, Paul Mahoney, executive director of the N.C. Association of Health Plans, presented findings from a study showing that the legislation could lead to sharply higher premiums. Mahoney said the study by a Duke University doctor estimated that the HMO liability portion of the legislation alone would raise total premiums paid by North Carolina companies by between $19.4 million and $459.4 million a year. Mahoney also said that as premiums rose, a number of smaller companies inevitably would be forced to drop health insurance for their employees. He said the study concluded that between 4,400 and 44,900 people would lose coverage because of the legislation.

”We think there is a very significant danger that this legislation will lead to sharply higher cost for employee benefits,” Mahoney said. “It’s just not realistic to say they we will place these extra burdens on insurance companies and subject them to these lawsuits and believe that they won’t have to raise their rates.”

NCCBI President Phil Kirk also said it was "incredulous and unbelievable" to think that increasing an insurance company’s liability won't result in higher insurance costs. That increase, he said, would result in some employers dropping health insurance for their workers. Kirk urged the committee to give external review, which the state has never passed before, an opportunity to work before clogging up the court system with lawsuits.

”Most people don’t want to further clog the courts in an untimely procedure. They want action and external review is the fair way to do this,” Kirk told the committee. “They want action and external review is the fair way to do this. I don’t think we should be doing anything to cause health insurance costs to go up any more than they are.”

Kirk also challenged the assertion by some members of the committee that health insurance costs have not gone up in Georgia and Texas, two states that have passed laws allowing people to sue their HMOs. Kirk pointed out that the systems adopted by those states are very different than the one being proposed in North Carolina. 

Mahoney added that the mandatory internal review of complaints will resolve many issues and prevent many lawsuits, but he pointed out that the review process doesn’t cover class action lawsuits.


Observers said the 47-0 vote on the floor belied some sharp disagreements on the bill when it was debated by the Insurance Committee. There were split votes on at least two major amendments offered by Sen. David Hoyle (D-Gaston) – removing the liability portion of the legislation and delaying its effective date by a year -- that Wellons ruled had failed but refused to allow a recorded vote.

”It was obvious to us in the audience that Sen. Hoyle’s motion to remove the liability provisions passed on a voice vote but the chairman ruled otherwise,” Kirk said. “At the very least Sen. Wellons should have allowed a show of hands and then there would have been no doubt.”

Sen. Hoyle’s second motion – to delay the effective date of the expanded right to sue an HMO until 2003 – also appeared to have majority support during a voice vote. “Again, the vote was close but supporters felt it passed,” Kirk said, “but again the chairman did not allow a show of hands.” 

Although the bill seemed to suddenly burst on the legislative stage, a series of meetings had been held quietly over the past few weeks among insurance companies, patients' rights advocates, hospitals and legislators to try to reach consensus. The meetings were led by the governor’s policy director, Alan Hirsch.

State decides to appeals Leandro school decision 
Gov. Mike Easley said the state will ask the N.C. Court of Appeals to overturn Superior Court Judge Howard Manning's rulings that North Carolina must spend whatever is needed to equalize educational opportunities for at-risk children. But Easley said the state remains committed to a sound basic education for all children and announced that he would convene a study group to focus on making the schools "superior and competitive." 

"Our children deserve educational opportunities that go far beyond the minimal constitutional standards that are the focus of the Leandro case," Easley said in a statement. "Our goal must be twofold: to make certain that all students have the opportunity to pass `sound, basic' courses and to excel in superior, competitive programs that prepare them to meet the demands of today's knowledge-based, global economy." 

Easley said he, Attorney General Roy Cooper, legislative leaders, the State Board of Education and the Superintendent of Public Schools agreed to appeal Judge Manning’s decision.

Until the appeal is heard, though, the state must work on developing a plan that will satisfy Judge Manning’s original decision. In a ruling issued Wednesday, Manning rejected a request by state attorneys for a stay of his ruling pending appeal. Manning said it would not be a burden for the state to begin the process, which he said could be down by interviewing principals and teachers at 10 schools around the state that were succeeding despite the economic disadvantages of many of their students. Manning had given the state 12 months to develop the plan.

The appeal, to be filed this week, comes about a month after Judge Manning issued the last three rulings concluding that the state has failed to meet its constitutional obligation to provide all children with a "sound basic education." That standard was established in a 1997 state Supreme Court ruling. Manning ordered the state to develop a plan within 12 months to bolster programs for at-risk students and suggested money could be diverted from other programs that are not essential to a "sound, basic education." 

State Board of Education Chairman Phil Kirk said the board “is committed to a top quality education for every child in the public schools of this state. With the support of legislative and governmental leaders, the board is implementing standards to ensure that all students, particularly those who are at-risk, get the help they need to succeed at the next level of learning. At the same time, we must do more to challenge students to reach higher levels. Minimum standards will not produce the world-class schools that our citizens expect of this state.”  Kirk also said he was concerned that diverting existing resources to at-risk students “drive more of the brighter students away from public schools into private education."

Superintendent of Public Instruction Mike Ward said “we are committed to taking all necessary steps to see that the needs of every child are met by our schools. A sound, basic education is certainly the right place to start, but our vision for student success must be broader and more compelling. The ABCs accountability plan has shown that if we expect more from students, they will rise to the occasion. We cannot expect or accept anything less of ourselves and our schools.”

House Speaker Jim Black (D-Mecklenburg) said "I also stand ready to help the governor's task force build on our efforts to give all of our children a quality education, especially those considered at risk of failure," he said. John Dornan, executive director of the Public School Forum, said he is encouraged by the decision to create a study commission. "If they had simply appealed and done nothing more I would have been really disappointed," Dornan said. "I think this might turn out for the good. I think he genuinely wants this group to talk about what we can do, not just as a bare minimum, but what we can really do for our schools. I feel that something can come out of it."

Cooper said at issue in the appeal are fundamental questions of law that state policy makers need answered to make decisions, including:

 How best to measure the level of knowledge that equates to a sound, basic education. In other words, whether that means measuring success solely by standardized test scores.


 Whether test scores that reflect “proficient” performance accomplish the goal, whether a teacher’s judgment should be a factor in measuring success, and what elements define a sound basic education.

 Whether the ruling properly ordered defendants to create a plan for redirecting existing resources while at the same time concluding that the plaintiffs failed to prove their use.

 What responsibility parents and students have to take advantage of educational opportunities.

 What roles the legislative and executive branches of government have in determining educational policies and determining educational priorities.

 

Governor proposes $150 million in tax increases
Gov. Mike Easley dropped a blue ribbon commission’s recommendation for new taxes that would generally have fallen on individuals and instead recommended that the General Assembly raise $150 million a year in new revenue by imposing taxes that are mostly aimed at businesses.

After receiving the report and recommendations of the Loophole Closing and Governmental Efficiencies Commission, chaired by former governors Bob Scott and Jim Holshouser and former state treasurer Harlan Boyles, Easley tweaked the package somewhat to make it more acceptable to the general public. He dropped a commission recommendation to implement new taxes on interstate phone calls, vending machine sales and movie tickets and live entertainment. Instead, he proposed taxes on door-to-door newspaper deliveries and eliminating the sales tax cap on the sale of luxury cars, boats, railroad cars and planes – ideas that the commission had rejected.

Amid the state’s worst budget crisis in a decade, Easley appointed the commission and asked it to identify new revenue sources as a way of paying for his proposal to expand state services to at-risk 4-year-olds.

In all, the governor’s package would raise $150 million in new taxes and produce another $91 million in budget savings. "We made a commitment to move North Carolina forward in education, despite tough economic times," Easley said in a statement. "We simply cannot, and will not, let a budget shortfall become an educational shortfall." The governor dropped commission recommendations for new taxes on interstate phone calls, vending machine sales, movie tickets and live entertainment. 

Dan Gerlach, director of the nonprofit N.C. Budget & Tax Center and a member of the commission, was quoted in the Raleigh newspaper as saying Easley “ took some of the consumer stuff out, but the consumer stuff he put back in is high-end consumer stuff." 

The largest single largest source of new revenue in the governor’s package is a proposal to increase the budget of the Revenue Department by $5.5 million so it will have the resources to collect $32 million in back income taxes next year and $70 million the following year. His proposal to eliminate the $1,500 cap on auto sales would raise an estimated $2.4 million; eliminating the sales tax cap on boat, plane and train purchases would raise an estimated $9.6 million. However, that money would go to the Highway Fund, not the General Fund.

Although the commission proposed a 6 percent tax on out-of-state long-distance calls, which are not taxed now, Easley dropped that proposal. The state House has passed a bill that would equalize phone taxes for local service, in-state long-distance calls and out-of-state calls at 4.5 percent, a change that would provide the same amount of revenues as current taxes on local service and in-state calls. 

Easley also said his administration will begin implementing $25 million in spending "efficiencies" that do not require legislative approval. They include electronic publishing of policy manuals, memos and other documents, reducing cell phone use and reviewing agency expenses for membership dues, subscriptions and office supplies. Another $66 million in proposed savings will require legislative approval.


Here are Easley's proposals: 


LOOPHOLES

 Treat HMOs the same as other insurance providers
$19,500,000

 Include limited liability companies in franchise tax base
$6,000,000

 Follow Ohio law on transactions between related

    companies and require adjustment for royalty

    expenses and interest expenses                         
$15,000,000

 Conform N.C. subsidiary dividend deduction to generally

    accepted treatment used in other states                
$30,000,000

 Eliminate exemption on sales of fertilizers and seed

    to non-farmers                                          
$7,300,000

 Tax satellite TV service the same as cable TV 
$24,500,000

 Enhance Revenue Department collection of delinquent taxes
$32,000,000

 Eliminate luxury exemption on boat, plane and train purchases        
$9,600,000

 Eliminate luxury exemption on motor vehicle purchases
$2,400,000

 Eliminate exemption for door-to-door sales of newspapers

    and periodicals except for minor sellers                
$4,100,000

TOTAL                                                    
 $150,000,000

INITIAL GOVERNMENT SPENDING EFFICIENCIES

 Electronically publish and distribute policy manuals,

    memoranda, reports and other documents rather than

    rely on printed documents                               
$8,800,000

 Evaluate business processes and contractual agreements

    for management of contractor staffing                 
 $12,400,000

 Review line items for reduction, including non-mandatory

    membership dues, subscriptions, office supplies, etc.   
$2,200,000

 Reduce use of cellular phones to limits of contracted

    plans only, eliminating excess charges                  
$1,440,000

TOTAL                                                      
$25,000,000

ADDITIONAL GOVERNMENT SPENDING EFFICIENCIES

 Allow state agencies greater flexibility in management

    of budgets in exchange for increased cost-savings      
$64,300,000

 Explore consolidation of public safety, justice and corrections units 
$1,700,000

 Eliminate Boxing Commission
$116,932

TOTAL                                                      
$66,000,000

SOURCE: Governor's Office

Proposed budget cuts frustrate community colleges board 

Cutting the budget of the Community College System by $40 million would force the elimination of 450 instructional units and require a $3.50 per semester hour tuition increase, members of the State Board of Community Colleges learned last Friday.

Meeting at Piedmont Community College, the board reviewed President Martin Lancaster’s response to a request from the House and Senate appropriations committee leaders to identify potential budget cuts representing 6.2 percent of the continuation budget for the community colleges.


"These options are very painful and will do significant harm to the system if implemented," Lancaster said during the discussion of the cuts. "The system already operates on a lean budget, there is no fat to trim." 

The action by the State Board of Community Colleges came a few days after the State Board of Education released its list of how it would chop $150 million from its budget, as the legislative budget writers requested. The UNC System also was asked to come up with proposals for reducing its budget by $150 million.

The cuts in the community colleges budget would result in a reduction of more than 450 instructional units, which include full time and multiple part time teaching positions, and the elimination of funds for Community Service Block Grants that provide leisure courses to senior citizens. A $3.50/semester hour tuition increase is also included in the proposal from Lancaster.

Discussion on the proposed cuts reflected the concern the Board members felt at the possibility of losing critical funds at a time when community colleges will be called upon to help heal a flagging economy. "These cuts are damaging to the system, the people, and economy of North Carolina," said Legislative Committee Chair Tom King.


Finance and Capital Needs Chairman James Woody agreed. "The only way to recover from a downturn in the economy is to train the workforce and these cuts will adversely affect our ability to do that," he said.


The board voted to have Chairman Dr. G. Herman Porter write a letter of dissent to the General Assembly expressing the feelings of the board. Porter expressed concern that the community college system has seen signs of strong support from the General Assembly and that the present budget crisis has hindered the potential financial reward from that good will. "Just as we are about to get our real share, the money runs out," he said.


Meanwhile, James Woody was sworn in for another term on the state board. His previous term was to expire on June 30 but the State Senate elected him to fulfill the unexpired term of Carolyn Harmon, who resigned earlier this year.  Woody’s new term expires June 30, 2005.


Dozens of bills barely beat crossover deadline

Committees were meeting overtime and legislators were scrambling all week as Thursday’s crossover deadline approached. Of the nearly 2,500 bills filed in the General Assembly this year, only those that had been passed by the House or Senate as of the end of business Thursday remain eligible for consideration during the rest of the legislative session. 

House leaders threw their normal schedule out the window and cancelled regular meetings of the Appropriations and Finance committees so that members could spend more time attending meetings of other committees that had a backlog of bills. House sessions lasted late into the evening Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. Legislative staff members stayed at work until the wee hours. The more sedate Senate wasn’t so hurried but still picked up its pace of considering legislation. 

Due to the huge volume of bills moving through the House and Senate Wednesday and Thursday nights, the clerks offices by Friday morning were not able to provide an accurate list of bills that beat the crossover deadline. We will have that list for you in next week’s Bulletin.

Committee actions and floor votes

Senate passes session limits bill, measure doubling terms to 4 years
The Senate on Tuesday gave second- and third-reading approval to measures that would double the terms of legislators to four years and limit the length of legislative sessions to 135 calendar days in odd-numbered years and to 60 days in even-numbered years. S. 104 Four-Year Terms and Session Limits {Hoyle} and the related enabling legislation, S. 94 Implement Four-Year Terms and Session Limits {Weinstein} now go to the House. The bill calls for a statewide referendum in May 2002. If approved by voters, four-year terms would begin with the November 2002 elections. A similar referendum on four-year terms was rejected by voters in 1982. The session-limits measure specifies that lawmakers by majority vote could extend the length of a session by 10 days. Also, long sessions would start in the December following the November general election. That would allow for a one-day organizational meeting in early December to elect legislative leaders so that business can get started right way when they reconvene in January.  The floor votes came after the Senate Judiciary I Committee on Monday adopted a committee substitute for S. 94 that adds a new provision providing that the regular session of the House and Senate is to be held biennially beginning at noon on the first Wednesday in December after their election or the election of the governor, whichever occurs first. The committee also adopted a committee substitute for S. 104 that provides that the president pro tem of the Senate serves as the president of the Senate upon succession until the expiration of the term of office as senator or the qualification of a new lieutenant governor, whichever occurs first. 


Senate passes bill changing winner-take-all presidential electors system
Voting largely along party lines, the Senate voted 34-15 on Tuesday to replace the state’s winner-take-all system of choosing presidential electors with a system in which electors are chosen by congressional districts. The bill, S. 70 Presidential Electors by District {Lee}, now goes to the House. Senate Republicans said Democrats wanted the change to Democratic presidential candidates will have a chance of winning some electoral college votes in North Carolina.  Under the bill, the presidential candidate who wins a majority of votes in each of the state’s 12 congressional districts (or, 13 after redistricting) would be awarded one electoral vote. Two additional at-large electors would be chosen based on the statewide vote total. A similar bill has been approved by a House committee. Nebraska and Maine use a similar system, and 21 state legislatures are looking at scrapping winner-take-all in light of the razor-thin margins in the last presidential election. Meanwhile, the House Election Laws and Campaign Finance Reform Committee on Tuesday adopted a committee substitute for H. 831 Election Changes {Alexander, Luebke} that provides that one-stop absentee voting begins on the third Thursday before the election. The committee substitute also changes the time that absentee voting ends from 5 p.m. on the Friday before the election to 1 p.m. on the Saturday before the election and authorizes county elections boards to extend the time to 5 p.m. on that Saturday.

Senate approves bill for appointment of appellate court judges
The Senate on Tuesday narrowly passed legislation calling for appellate court judges to be appointed by the governor instead of elected in partisan elections. The measure, S. 787 Judicial Appointment/Voter Retention {Odom}, would require Supreme Court justices and Court of Appeals judges to be appointed by the governor, confirmed by the legislature and then stand for retention elections. It was approved 31-17, one vote more than the 30 needed for a constitutional amendment measure to pass. The floor vote came after the Senate Judiciary I Committee on Monday adopted a committee substitute for S. 787 which deletes from the bill a provision that would have required that judicial retention elections be placed at the top of the ballot above all other elections or matters for decision, whether partisan, nonpartisan, or otherwise. 



Senate approves ban on executions of the mentally retarded
The state Senate voted 31-18 on Monday to ban capital punishment for persons with an IQ of 70 or less on grounds that such individuals don’t have the capacity to appreciate their actions. During an hour-long debate on S. 173 No Death Penalty/Mentally Retarded {Ballance} supporters offered a concession to address fears raised by prosecutors that defendants would fake low results or hire a psychiatrist willing to give them a low score. The bill requires proof that defendants scored poorly on IQ tests before the crime occurred. There are 218 persons on death row in North Carolina and mental-health advocates estimate about 20 of them are retarded. A spokeswoman for Gov. Easley, a former prosecutor, would not say whether he would sign the bill into law if it passes the House.

Senate passes bill protecting car dealers from manufacturers
The Senate on Wednesday gave second- and third-reading approval to S. 470 Clarify Motor Vehicle Dealer Franchise Laws {Hoyle} just hours after the bill was amended and favorably reported by the Commerce Committee. The committee substitute changed the way the original bill set up an informal dispute resolution procedure for dealers and car manufacturers. The committee substitute creates a mediated settlement conference procedure that involves these steps: Dealer requests conference with letter stating grievance. Dealer determines whether both sides will be represented by counsel. Commissioner appoints mediator. Parties select time and place; if they disagree, mediator selects. Manufacturer or distributor responds to grievance. Parties bear the expense of the mediation. Mediator promotes settlement, does not impose his or her judgment. If mediation fails, dealer may bring a civil action. The bill now goes to the House.

Senate bill limits ‘soft money’ from national parties
The Senate on Wednesday gave second- and third-reading approval to S. 8 Restrict National Soft Money {Gulley, 7 others}, a measure that restricts the flow of so-called “soft money” donations from national party political to the campaigns of North Carolina office seekers. The measure, which passed on a 35-15 vote, closes a loophole created two years ago that allowed the national Democratic and Republican parties to evade a $4,000 limit on contributions to state candidates. However, as passed the bill is weaker than a version approved Tuesday by the Judiciary I Committee. The committee substitute limited donations from national political parties to specific uses, including office rent, telephone bills, voter registration drives and the like. 

Senate rejects Charlotte’s bid for radar cameras to catch speeders
By a 26-22 vote on Wednesday, the Senate rejected a bill, S. 857 Charlotte Photo Radar {Odom}, that would have allowed Charlotte to use radar and cameras to catch speeders and then mail them a $50 ticket. Charlotte already is one of several cities that use cameras at dangerous intersections to photograph drivers who run red lights. The bill would have expanded that program to allow automated radar systems to catch speeders.

House approves moratorium on health insurance mandates. . .
The House gave second- and third-reading approval Wednesday to H. 1048 Moratorium On Health Insurance Mandates {Hurley, Owens, Redwine, Shubert}. The action came after the House Insurance Committee on Monday adopted a committee substitute for the bill for that adds a provision specifying that the bill does not prohibit an expansion of coverage in an individual or group health benefit plan or policy if the expansion of coverage is deemed to be cost-efficient based upon a cost-benefit analysis performed by the Department of Insurance. 

. . . while expanding access to out–of-network eye doctors
By a 71-44 vote, the House on Wednesday gave second-reading approval to H. 1109 Managed Care/Patient Access {Nye}, a measure that would require insurers to pay for care provided by eye doctors and optometrists not in their networks. The House passed the same bill in 1999 but it died in the Senate. Opponents said it will raise health insurance costs. A final vote on the bill is expected Thursday.


House passes bill expanding ‘no excuse’ early voting to primaries
The House gave second- and third-reading approval Wednesday to H. 977 Early Voting {Nesbitt}, a measure that expands the one-stop absentee voting used in the November general election to party primaries. Last fall about 400,000 people voted over a three-week period before the November election. Unlike mail-in absentee ballots, they weren't required to give a reason for voting before election day. The bill now goes to the Senate. Also Wednesday, the House passed several other election reform bills, including H. 1041 Ballot in Spanish {Lucas}, H. 1186 Voter Registration by Fax {Blue}, H. 1192 Poll Closing Times {Blue}, H. 1046 Election Data by Precinct {Alexander}, and H. 1191 Canvass Show Under/Over Votes {Blue}.


House passes baby abandonment bill
The House on Tuesday overwhelmingly approved a bill, H. 275 Infant Homicide Prevention Act {Haire}, that allow unwed parents to leave their babies with responsible adults and avoid criminal penalties. Supporters say the measure, which was approved 108-9, will reduce deaths of babies abandoned or killed by their parents. Since 1987, 22 babies across the state have been killed or died after being abandoned by young parents. Before sending the bill to the Senate, the House voted 59-57 to prohibit married couples from being able to abandon their babies without facing criminal penalties.


Other actions of interest

 The Senate on Thursday gave second- and third-reading approval to S. 1024 Amend Appointment of EMC Members {Carter}, which would change membership on the Environmental Management Commission.  Currently, the governor makes 13 appointments, the president pro tem of the Senate and the speaker of the House of Representatives make two appointments each. S. 1024 gives the governor 11 appointments and gives the president pro tem of the Senate and speaker of the House three appointments each (adding one at-large appointment for each). The bill also adds language that “in making appointments to the commission, the appointing authorities shall ensure that the geographic regions of the state are fairly represented.”  Terms of members would be changed for EMC members from six years to four years. The bill now goes to the House.

 The House on Thursday gave second- and third-reading approval to H. 1009 Consistent Risk-Based Remedial Actions {Allen, 20 others}, a measure which is supported by NCCBI and Manufacturers and Chemical Industry Council of North Carolina. The bill directs the Department of Environment and Natural Resources Department to develop a risk-based approach to environmental cleanup as a voluntary alternative to certain state cleanup programs. The Secretary of Environment and Natural Resources would adopt rules to implement the risk-based program, including methods to assess, prioritize and remediate contaminated sites that would apply to a wide range of contaminants. The rules would be consistently applied to cleanup activities, but would allow for reasonable distinctions among contaminated areas based on relevant factors, such as (1) the nature of the environmental contamination, (2) the risk of harm posed by the contamination, (3) the size and complexity of the contaminated area, and (4) the current and anticipated future uses of the contaminated area and adjacent lands. The bill now goes to the Senate.


 The House gave second- and third-reading approval Tuesday to H. 351 Utilization Review and Grievance Changes {Hurley, Dockham}, a measure that makes technical and substantive changes in the state law governing managed care utilization review and grievance procedures. The action came a day after the House Insurance Committee adopted a committee substitute for the bill. The measure now goes to the Senate.

 The Senate gave third-reading approval Wednesday to S. 937 Certificate of Need/Adult Care Homes Regulated {Purcell}, a measure that sets rules for development of adult care homes. The action came after the Senate Health Care Committee on Monday adopted a committee substitute for the bill that includes a finding that those who received exemptions under 1997 and 1999 legislation have had time to complete development plans and initiate construction of beds in adult care homes and includes a finding that because of that legislation, beds allowed under the exemptions above will count in the inventory of adult care home beds available to provide care to residents in the State Medical Facilities Plan. The measure now goes to the House.

 The Senate on Wednesday gave second- and third-reading approval to H. 142 Amend Marriage Statutes {Sutton}, a measure that specifies that youths under 14 can’t get married and require a District Court judge’s permission for youths under 16 to get married. Current law allows mothers or expectant mothers as young as 12 to get married with a parent's permission. The bill now goes back to the House for concurrence in Senate amendments

 The House on Tuesday gave second- and third-reading approval to H. 1113 Financial Records Kept Confidential {Baddour}, an act that limits disclosure of consumer financial information to third persons and provides for education of the public on those limitations. The measure now goes to the Senate.

 The House on Tuesday gave second- and third-reading approval to H. 1118 Fraud Against Financial Institutions {Church}, an act that makes it a Class I felony for an individual to defraud a bank, savings bank, S&L or other financial institution. The measure now goes to the Senate.

 The House on Tuesday gave second- and third-reading approval to H. 1304 Teacher Loan Program {Gibson, Morris, McLawhorn, Coates}, a measure that requires the state Treasurer and the N.C. Housing Finance Agency to develop pilot programs to provide new teachers with mortgage assistance and other incentives to stay in the classroom for at least three years. The measure now goes to the Senate.

The Senate on Tuesday gave second- and third-reading approval to S. 109 Require Experience for Death Penalty Cases {Wellons}, a measure that requires the state Supreme Court to adopt rules establishing minimum standards for defense attorneys, prosecutors and judges handling capital cases. The bill now goes to the Senate.

 The House on Wednesday gave second-reading approval to H. 1308 Extend Low Sulfur Gasoline Implementation {Gibson}, a measure that would delay for two years -- until 2006 -- a requirement for North Carolina gas stations sell only low-sulfur gasoline. The action came after the House Environment and Natural Resources Committee on Tuesday by a 10-8 vote, favorably reported the bill. Rep. Pryor Gibson (D-Montgomery), a co-chair of the panel, told the committee that while he favors clean-air legislation and was a major supporter of the 1999 act establishing the low-sulfur gasoline mandate, he doubted that refineries would be able to supply North Carolina’s needs by the current deadline.

 The House on Wednesday gave second- and third-reading approval to H. 1312 Extend Swine Moratorium {Gibson}, a measure that extends for another two years the current moratorium on new or expanding industrial hog farms. The vote was 87-13.

  The Senate Education/Higher Education Committee on Monday adopted a committee substitute for S. 927 Modify Laws/Students With Disabilities {Lucas}. The substitute adds provisions throughout the bill to make clear that the obligations placed by the statutes and by the bill on local educational agencies also apply to charter schools. The measure was then re-referred to the Appropriations Base Budget Committee.

 The House Education Committee on Monday adopted a committee substitute for H. 243 Teacher Retirement Eligibility {Bell, 23 others}. The bill makes certain part-time public school teachers eligible to participate in the Teachers’ and State Employees’ Retirement System. The committee substitute limits that eligibility to part-time teachers who work between 20 and 30 hours a week and who (1) are employed in low-performing schools or (2) are employed in the teacher’s area of certification and that area has been found by the State Board of Education to be in critical teacher shortage.  

 The House on Wednesday gave second- and third-reading approval to H. 599 Revised Consumer Finance Act {Church}, a measure that, among other things, sets the maximum interest rates that finance companies can charge for small loans. The Rules Committee on Monday reported without prejudice a committee substitute for the bill had been reportedly favorably by the Financial Institutions Committee on April 5. As reported by the Rules Committee, finance companies can charge no more than a 30 percent (now, 36 percent) interest on loans not exceeding $6,000; and a set loan processing fee of $25 (was, 5 percent of loan amount up to $50). However, fees and interest rates are higher for other loans. The bill now goes to the Senate.
 
 The House on Wednesday gave second- and third-reading approval to H. 948 Redefine Special ABC Area {Haire}. The action came after the House ABC Committee on Monday adopted a committee substitute for the bill for that adds a provision that the bill does not apply in Swain County and a provision that if that exception for Swain County should be held by a court to be unconstitutional, that holding does not affect the validity of the remaining portions of the bill.  


 The Senate on Wednesday gave second- and third-reading approval to S. 347 Use of State Property/Blount Street Historic District {Rand}, a measure that will allow the state to sell several historic homes in the Blount Street Historic District near the Governor’s Mansion in downtown Raleigh. As amended and approved by the Rules Committee on Tuesday, the measure directs the Department of Administration and the Capital Planning Commission to modify the Capital Area Master Plan for state government to provide for the sale to private or public entities of state-owned property within the district. The bill calls for preservation or conservation agreements on all properties sold; provides for private negotiation and sale; requires 45-day comment period for sales where the intended use is not residential. Proceeds from the sale of the historic buildings would be used for maintenance of the Governor’s Mansion and other similar purposes. 

 The Senate Insurance Committee on Tuesday amended and favorably reported S. 461 Insurance Information Privacy {Swindell, 5 others}, a measure to make the North Carolina Information and Privacy Protection Act comply with the consumer information privacy requirements in the federal Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act.  As amended, the bill requires notice of information practices be provided to applicants or policyholders before the initial disclosure of personal information; allows an insurance institution, its affiliates, and other financial institutions to provide joint notices and to provide a single notice to joint applicants; deletes notice requirement where applicant’s last known address is invalid or to policyholders whose policy has lapsed and the institution has not communicated with the policyholder for 12 consecutive months; and provides that if an agent does not share covered information and the agent’s principal provides required notices, the agent is not required to provide notice. 

The House Insurance Committee on Wednesday favorably reported a committee substitute for H. 360 Health Insurance Omnibus Changes {Dockham, Hurley}, a measure that clarifies the law on stipulations as to jurisdictions and limitations of actions and the preferred provider plan law.  Among other things, the committee substitute deletes original bill’s provision that no health or life insurance policy or annuity contract could contain a provision depriving an insured or beneficiary of the right to a trial by jury.

The Senate on Wednesday gave second-reading approval to S. 1098 Outdoor Advertising Along I-40 {Miller}, a measure that extends the current moratorium on new billboards along the interstate from the Triangle to Wilmington and expands the ban to include the area all the way to the Tennessee border. The vote was 25-23, with 22 Democrats and three Republicans voting for the measure and 11 Democrats and 12 Republicans voting against it.


Bills of interest introduced this week

Note: The House and Senate deadline for introducing non-financial bills, which has passed, does not apply to bills that impact appropriations. The measures summarized below fit that description.

 H. 1379 INCOME TAX THROWBACK RULE {Insko, Luebke}. Provides that in apportioning corporate income to this state for tax purposes, sales delivered to another state where they are not taxable are treated as sales in this state. Provides that sales of tangible personal property take place in N.C. if (1) property is received in N.C. by purchaser other than U.S. government, or (2) property is shipped from NC and purchaser is either U.S. government or a taxpayer not taxable in state of purchaser. Effective for tax years beginning on Jan. 1, 2002. Referred to Finance.   

 H. 1381 LOCAL WATER QUALITY PLANS {Culpepper}. Requires certain local governments upstream of the coastal area to develop and implement water quality management plans, to include the development of water quality management plans as a purpose for which Clean Water Management Trust Fund grants may be awarded, and appropriates funds to implement this act. Establishes a cooperative state-local program for water quality management in eight coastal river basins. Creates a 15-member Clean Water Commission, with the governor, speaker of the House and president pro tem of the Senate each having five appointments. Requires each local government with jurisdiction of land within a watershed that drains into the coastal area to develop and adopt a local water quality management plan that meets or exceeds minimum standards set by the commission. Effective July 1, 2001. Referred to Environment.   

 H. 1388 REMOVE SUNSET ON STATE PORTS TAX CREDIT {Hurley, McComas, Preston, Smith}. Removes the sunset on the state ports tax credit and excludes wood chips from the state ports tax credits. Effective for tax years beginning on or after March 2, 2000. Referred to Finance. 

 H. 1411 TAX INCENTIVES FOR ALTERNATIVE FUEL VEHICLES {Tolson}. Provides incentives to increase the use of alternative fuel vehicles in privately owned fleets, including:  (1) exempt transfer of title of alternative fuel vehicles from the highway use tax; (2) make alternative fuel vehicles a special class of property exempt from property taxes tax; (3) provide for refunds of excise tax on motor fuel for alternative fuel vehicles. Credits range from 10 percent to 50 percent of purchase price for various types of alternative fuel vehicles. Referred to Finance. 

 H. 1412 AID TO PRIVATE COLLEGES/UPPER INCOME STUDENTS {Luebke}. Decrease the aid to private institutions for a student who is, or can be claimed as a dependent by, an upper tax bracket taxpayer. Ties decrease to a cited section of the Internal Revenue Code. Effective July 1, 2001. Referred to Appropriations.  

 H. 1417 EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT/INCREASE UPPER RATES {Insko, Luebke}. Allows state income tax credit of 10 percent of the amount of earned income tax credit on individual claims and is qualified for under section 32 of the Code. Requires secretary of Revenue to refund excess to taxpayer if credit exceeds the amount of tax imposed reduced by the sum of all credits allowable. Raises the marginal tax rate on highest individual incomes from 7.75 percent to 8 percent. Effective for taxable years beginning on or after Jan. 1, 2002. Referred to Finance.   

 H. 1422 BACK-TO-SCHOOL SALES TAX HOLIDAY {Boyd-McIntyre}. Exempts certain items purchased during the first weekend of August from the sales and use tax and to make conforming changes. Items covered include clothing, clothing accessories, or footwear (each with a sales price of $125 or less) and school supplies with a sales price of $30 or less. Excludes specified items, including jewelry, cosmetics, eyewear, wallets, watches, athletic wear, layaway items, business and trade items, and rentals. Referred to Finance.


State Government News


Commission sets date for implementing Triangle’s new area code
The N.C. Utilities Commission said Tuesday that it will take every step it can to make the 919 area code last as long as possible in the Triangle but it anticipates that the new 984 area code overlay will become mandatory in the region by Feb. 6, 2002. At that time, telephone users in the 919 region will have to dial 10 digits (the number plus the area code) to make local calls. At that time all new numbers will be assigned in the 984 area code overlay. However, the commission said the number conservation measures it will take could lead to a delay in the overlay date.


DOT settles discrimination lawsuit
The state Department of Transportation has agreed to take several steps that it says will result in more highway contractors going to companies owned by African-Americans. A federal discrimination lawsuit filed by the Carolina Associated Minority Contractors against the DOT, which was scheduled to go to trial in U.S. District Court in Greensboro, was settled out of court last week. DOT agreed to restructure a review committee with a more racially diverse membership; to have monthly meetings with top transportation officials to review the committee's rulings; and retrain employees who certify that a business is minority-owned. The state also agreed to explore alternative ways for the contractors to get loans and bonding. 

Names in the News
 Ann Sternal was named executive director of the Cabarrus County Convention & Visitors Bureau beginning June 1.  She fills the vacancy created when former Director Mark Shore relocated to Virginia. Ms. Sternal comes to Cabarrus County from the Stockton San Joaquin Convention & Visitors Bureau in Stockton, Calif., where she served as the executive director for the past five years.

 Pat Chavis was named South Central region director for the N.C. Division of Prisons and will oversee operations at 14 state prisons in a 12-county area between Charlotte and Wilmington. Chavis is a 27-year veteran of the Department of Correction.

 Marc Thiessen, U.S. Sen. Jesse Helms' spokesman on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, was named a spokesman for Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld.

 Saundra Wall Williams, a faculty member in N.C. State University's Department of Adult and Community College Education, was named vice president for administration of the state Community College system, effective July 1. She replaces Brenda Rogers, who has announced her retirement at the end of June.
News from Washington

OSHA soliciting grant proposals for safety and health training
Proposals are being accepted until June 15 for $5 million in grants to nonprofit organizations for safety and health training under the Occupational Safety and Health Administration's Susan Harwood Training Grants program. OSHA said it’s accepting proposals that target safety and health training programs in (1) construction, including residential; (2) bloodborne pathogens; (3) ergonomics; (4) electrical power generation, transmission and distribution; and (5) training programs on safety and health issues for hard-to-reach workers. Training is expected to target workers employed in jobs with high risk activities or hazards or who are affected by new or revised OSHA standards. Grants will be awarded for a 12-month period. The average federal award will be $150,000. If first-year performance is satisfactory and funds are available, grants will be renewed for an additional 12-month period. Details about the grants and the application process are available in the April 18, 2001, Federal Register. The instructions are also available on the Internet at http://www.osha-slc.gov/Training/sharwood/sharwood.html.

Federal spending on benefits grew 6 percent last year
The federal government provided more than $1.6 trillion in domestic benefits, subsidies, grants, goods and services, and salaries and wages in fiscal year 2000, a 6 percent increase over 1999, according to two reports released by the Census Bureau. California received more federal benefits than any other state, receiving $176 billion, followed by New York at $110 billion, Texas with $106 billion, Florida at $93 billion and Pennsylvania with $74 billion. Combined, these five states received 34 percent of all federal expenditures. Altogether, Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid accounted for $781billion in 2000, 48 percent of the U.S. government's domestic spending. North Carolina ranked 23rd in federal benefits.


	Top 25 states
	No. women-owned firms
	Percent of U.S. total

	California
	700,500
	12.9

	New York
	394,000
	7.3

	Texas
	381,500
	7.0

	Florida
	337,800
	6.2

	Illinois
	239,700
	4.4

	Ohio
	205,000
	3.8

	Pennsylvania
	203,000
	3.7

	Michigan
	184,600
	3.4

	New Jersey
	155,300
	2.9

	Georgia
	145,600
	2.7

	Massachusetts
	142,700
	2.6

	North Carolina
	139,900
	2.6

	Virginia
	132,200
	2.4

	Washington
	123,000
	2.3

	Colorado
	114,800
	2.1

	Maryland
	115,800
	2.1

	Indiana
	107,100
	2.0

	Minnesota
	108,400
	2.0

	Missouri
	103,600
	1.9

	Tennessee
	99,800
	1.8

	Arizona
	88,800
	1.6

	Wisconsin
	89,300
	1.6

	Oregon
	80,500
	1.5

	Alabama
	69,500
	1.3

	Connecticut
	72,400
	1.3

	US Total
	5,417,000
	20,821,900


Census Bureau counts 139,900 woman-owned firms in the state
North Carolina ranks 12th in the nation in women-owned businesses, with 139,900 such firms operating as of 1997, the latest year for which complete data was available, according to a new report from the Census Bureau. Nationwide, 5.4 million woman-owned firms employ 7.1 million people and generate $818.7 billion in receipts, the report said.

The number of women-owned firms increased 16 percent between 1992 and 1997, almost triple the rate of 6 percent for all firms (excluding publicly held corporations); their receipts, meanwhile, increased 33 percent, compared with a 24 percent increase for all firms.

The 1997 data show that in addition to the 5.4 million majority women-owned firms, there were 3.6 million jointly owned (husband-wife) firms with $943.9 billion in receipts, 2.0 million of which would have been counted as women-owned in 1997 using the 1992 definition and methodology.

 As of 1997, privately held majority women-owned firms made up 26 percent of the nation's 20.8 million non-farm businesses and 4.4 percent of the $18.6 trillion in receipts for all businesses. The vast majority of these women-owned firms (4.6 million or 85 percent) were sole proprietorships -- unincorporated businesses owned by individuals. 



New OSHA rules on needlesticks take effect
New OSHA rules went into effect on April 18 governing bloodborne pathogens with the air of reducing needlesticks among healthcare workers and others who handle medical sharps. The agency said it will observe a 90-day outreach and education effort before enforcing the new rules. Mandated by the Needlestick Safety and Prevention Act, changes to OSHA's bloodborne pathogens standard clarify the need for employers to select safer needle devices as they become available and to involve employees in identifying and choosing the devices. The updated standard also requires employers to maintain a log of injuries from contaminated sharps. Specifically, the revised OSHA bloodborne pathogens standard obligates employers to consider safer needle devices when they conduct their annual review of their exposure control plan. Safer sharps are considered appropriate engineering controls, the best strategy for worker protection. Involving frontline employees in selecting safer devices will help ensure that workers who are using the equipment have the opportunity for input into purchasing decisions. The new needlestick log will help both employees and employers track all needlesticks to help identify problem areas or operations. The updated standard also includes provisions designed to maintain the privacy of employees who have experienced needlesticks.


The NCCBI master calendar of upcoming events

	APRIL

	27
	Friday
	10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
	Environmental Concerns Committee
Capital City Club, Raleigh

	MAY

	7
	Monday
	2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
	Legal Issues & Workplace Policies Committee, NCCBI boardroom, Raleigh

	14
	Monday
	2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
	Joint Economic Development Committee and Transportation Committee meeting, Capital City Club, downtown Raleigh

	15
	Tuesday
	10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
	Human Resource Executives Forum, Capital City Club, Raleigh, NC

	16
	Wednesday
	2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
	Health Care Committee, NCCBI boardroom, Raleigh

	17
	Thursday
	1 p.m. - 5 p.m.
	Media Relations Training Seminar
Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce

	18
	Friday
	10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
	Environmental Concerns Committee
Capital City Club, Raleigh

	21
	Monday
	6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
	Membership Reception in Linville Falls for Avery, Mitchell and Watauga counties

	22
	Tuesday
	7:30 a.m. - 9 a.m.
	McDowell County Membership Breakfast

	JUNE

	1
	Friday
	9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
	Small Business Advisory Board
Jungle Rapids, Wilmington

	7
	Thursday
	12:30 - 2:30 p.m.
	NCCBI Executive Committee quarterly meeting
NCCBI board room, Raleigh

	7
	Thursday
	11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
	Council of Local Chambers
Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce

	7
	Thursday
	6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
	Asheville Membership Reception, Inn on Biltmore, Asheville

	22
	Friday
	10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
	Environmental Concerns Committee
Capital City Club, Raleigh


Attention NCCBI members:
Do you make your company look bad on TV?
Ever notice that some companies seem to get good press most of the time? Have you admired how some CEOs look so polished on TV and know how to answer tough questions without looking nervous? Would you like to know a few inside tips that the pros use to improve their media relations? Then a half-day seminar NCCBI is offering next month is for you.

Two expert speakers we've lined up will give you hands-on training in corporate publicity, public relations, advertising and crisis management. The session will be held from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Thursday, May 17, at the Raleigh Chamber of Commerce building in downtown Raleigh. Convenient parking is available. 

The instructors are Bill F. Hensley of Charlotte and Leo Derrick of Asheboro. The seminar is open to NCCBI members and guests. The cost is $265 for members and $280 for non-members.

“There’s a tremendous need for a session like this,” said NCCBI President Phil Kirk. “Getting good publicity, carrying our an effective public relations program, knowing where to advertise and how much to spend, and handling adverse publicity is always a challenge. This program will touch those bases in-depth.” 

Hensley is a veteran publicity and public relations executive who has conducted the popular media relations seminars for NCCBI for the past six years. Derrick is a retired television advertising sales director who has also had experience in the print media. 

“Times have changed drastically in the past few years,” Hensley said, “and communications rules have changed, too. Those issues will be addressed along with new methods and techniques to reach the public. Workable solutions in the four topics will be covered thoroughly.”

For more information on the seminar, or to register, call Jennifer Nolan of the NCCBI staff at 919-836-1405 and she will take care of the details. Thanks!


What legislative handbook do the NCCBI lobbyists use?
The North Carolina Capital Guide is an indispensable directory of the General Assembly, Cabinet and Council of State that is the standard reference work used by NCCBI’s professional lobbyists. The directory also contains complete information on the N.C. congressional delegation and trade associations. We’re offering copies for just $15 to NCCBI members. Order yours today by filling out the form below and faxing it to us at 919-836-1425.
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