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DECEMBER 12, 2001 k Issue No. 33 k 2001 Long Session
This is the printout / fax version of the online newsletter, with fewer pictures and graphics



This wrap-up issue of the Bulletin is in two parts. 
This is Part One, containing major items dealt with 
during the session’s final days. Part Two contains other news from the legislature, state government and NCCBI.
There is a Christmas present for you at the end of Part Two.

Support for session limits 
builds as legislature adjourns
longest session in state’s history 

Nearly 11 months after the legislature convened for this year’s budget-writing session, the General Assembly completed the redistricting process, cleaned up a few other loose ends and hurriedly adjourned Dec. 6, ending the longest legislative session in state history. The session, which convened on Jan. 24, lasted 317 calendar days; during that time the House was in session 179 legislative days while the Senate was in session 173 legislative days. Gov. Mike Easley was lighting the official state Christmas tree as legislators wrapped up to go home.

The General Assembly is scheduled to reconvene next May 28 but some observers are speculating that Gov. Mike Easley may have to call an emergency session before then to deal with the worrisome budget situation. See related story, Part Two, page 4.

Lawmakers filed 2,587 pieces of legislation during the session – 1,478 in the House, 1,109 in the Senate and 36 joint resolutions. Of those, 555 bills passed both chambers and were signed by the governor. As this was written, 34 bills passed by the legislature awaited the governor’s signature. Gov. Easley did not veto any bill during the session. See ratified bills list, page 18.

The interminable length of the session, which was supposed to end with the beginning of the fiscal year on July 1, spurred renewed interest in a constitutional limit imposing session limits. The NCCBI Board of Directors voted to make session limits the association’s top legislative priority in next year’s legislative session. 

NCCBI’s decision to push session limits received extensive coverage in several recent newspaper articles. A Page One story in the Sunday Raleigh News & Observer noted that the just-ended session cost taxpayers about $20 million, about twice the cost of last year. Interviewed for the story, NCCBI President Phil Kirk said ”I think the process has definitely broken down. “I’ve never seen such a waste of time on the part of most legislators as I did this year. So much was done haphazardly and in secret. They violated so many principles of sound government. Frankly, this session was an insult to the people,” Kirk added. More on session limits, page 10.


The session might have lasted even longer if the Senate had not backed away from efforts to tinker with the congressional redistricting plan adopted by the House. The Senate initially wanted to redraw district lines to favor Democrats but reluctantly backed down when it became apparent that only the House’s redistricting plan, which generally protects incumbents in both parties while carving out a heavily Democratic new 13th Congressional District anchored in Wake County, had any chance of being adopted. See story, page 8.

The Senate’s plan for redrawing the districts for its 50 members should further solidify the Democratic Party’s hold on the chamber. The Democrat’s 35-15 majority there could widen even further, observers said. The House plan is more difficult to decipher, although Republicans have sued to have it overturned. The same generally is true about the House redistricting plan. Analysis, page 9.
 
 
Highlights of the 2001 Legislative Session
NCCBI scored a few successes despite several obstacles

NCCBI fared well this legislative session as the sluggish economy took its toll on businesses across North Carolina. NCCBI staff worked to ensure that the state budget was not balanced on the backs of the state’s business community that already was struggling to keep North Carolina’s economic engine running. A litany of so-called “loopholes” was presented near the beginning of this session. But NCCBI lobbied hard to demonstrate that these were economic tools that help keep our businesses and industries strong and operational. Only three of the tax policy issues – royalty income, limited liability corporations and subsidiary dividends –ultimately were impacted by legislation.

In a courageous move, the NCCBI Executive Committee supported a sales tax increase to raise revenue to help cover the state budget shortfall. This step helped to preserve the state’s Triple A bond rating. With all customers in the state bearing a part of the economic burden, attention was shifted from measures aimed specifically at businesses. Near the end of session, the William S. Lee Act was expanded and the sunset on tax credits for businesses using North Carolina ports was extended. The governor’s industrial recruitment fund was also boosted to $15 million. 

The General Assembly also heeded NCCBI’s call for a study to discover additional ways of improving government efficiency. A special provision in the state’s two-year budget states that the Appropriations Committees of the Senate and House may convene at least once a month during the interim period between the end of the long session and the beginning of next year’s short session to study the structure, duties and functions of the various agencies and programs of state government. NCCBI is also working with the governor on this issue. The governor has indicated his plans to put an efficiency study in place by early next year. 

Following are NCCBI’s key policy areas and recaps of some of the legislation relating to those issues adopted during the long session:

Education

u Sixty percent of the $14 billion state budget is dedicated to public education, including enrollment funds and financial aid at universities and community colleges; and ABC bonuses and enhanced accountability in schools.
u The General Assembly passed a bill supported by NCCBI that eliminates a requirement that a person must hold a college degree in education and have classroom experience to be considered for a job as superintendent in a local school system. S. 378 directs the State Board of Education to establish minimum credentials, education pre-requisites and relevant experience for local superintendents. But that minimum qualification cannot include an education degree or certification.  

u Legislation was adopted allowing public-private partnerships between community colleges and businesses in order to establish business incubators, product testing and other economic development efforts.
u A bill passed providing greater flexibility by creating two additional options in how public construction projects are bid – single prime and construction manager at risk. It does not eliminate separate multi-prime contracting. The new options will give public owners the ability to use the contracting method best suited for each individual project. The legislation also provides a greater opportunity for small businesses and historically underutilized businesses to participate in the public construction arena.
u Community colleges received $6.9 million for salary increases for faculty and professional staff in addition to the general $625 salary increase per employee that all state employees are receiving.
u Legislators approved tuition increases at UNC campuses and the community college system.


Environment

u Few significant (and potentially costly) bills were enacted in the area of environmental regulations. 
u Legislation passed expanding emissions inspections in order to retain federal highway funds and attempts to improve air quality. The cost for inspection fees was also increased.
u Two bills supported by NCCBI were kept alive for the 2002 short session. H. 1009 Consistent Risk-Based Remedial Actions, expands and makes consistent the circumstances under which the Department of Environment and Natural Resources shall allow for risk-based remedial actions. S. 1037 No Air Permit Required Until Facility Operational, provides that any business may begin construction of a facility before obtaining an air quality permit as long as the prospective applicant submits a notice of the construction to the state. This bill is aimed at expediting construction projects.

Health Care
u Achieving one of the major planks of his election campaign, Gov. Mike Easley signed into law the Managed Care Patients’ Bill of Rights. NCCBI lobbied hard against the HMO liability piece, which allows patients to sue their HMOs and ultimately stayed in the bill. Other changes were made to the bill to make it more palatable for the business community.
u H. 1048 Moratorium on Government Health Insurance Mandates, creates a study of how state government mandates cause increases in health insurance premiums. The House bill originally would have initiated the moratorium on Jan. 1, 2002, but it accepted a Senate amendment delaying the completion of the study and the beginning of the moratorium until July 1, 2003. NCCBI has a position to oppose in principle any efforts to mandate or require employers to provide specific benefit coverage under group health care plans. Employers are encouraged to offer health care benefits consistent with their ability to afford them.


Transportation
u The General Assembly approved a special provision in the budget bill that allows the N.C. Department of Transportation to use a portion of its cash balances to meet some of the state’s most critical transportation needs, including highway maintenance. This landmark action is the most significant legislation passed since the 1989 Highway Trust Fund. The funds will enable the DOT to invest about $420 million for pavement preservation statewide during the next three years. The special provision will also provide $45 million to install high-end technologies such as closed loop traffic signal systems, vehicle detection systems and incident management systems. u The state budget added additional funds for road maintenance, rural highway construction, the rail program and public transportation. By protecting the state’s Triple A bond rating, interest rates were kept lower on bonds used to build roads.

Economic Development
u S. 748 expands the William S. Lee Act and increases incentives to recruit and retain quality business and industry into North Carolina. The bill extends credits to companies that make substantial investments in Tier 1 and 2 counties and expands the act to include customer service centers and electronic mail order houses located in enterprise Tier 3 counties. The bill also creates additional exceptions that allow longer carry forwards, including any unused portion of a credit with respect to research and development activities. The expansion of the bill also includes lower rates for industries that use large amounts of electricity in their manufacturing processes. An amendment was added to study the electricity piece of the bill and to report findings to the legislature next year.

u H. 1388 Remove Sunset on the State Ports Tax Credit was passed to extend the sunset to Jan. 1, 2003. The State Ports Tax Credit, in place since 1992 and expired Feb. 28 of this year, provides incentives to new and existing businesses to increase use of the N.C. State Ports Authority. An economic impact model clearly shows the huge benefits of this tax credit to not only the ports authority but to the entire state. 
u The state budget gives $15 million to Gov. Easley in industrial recruitment funds to be used to “close the deal” with relocating or expanding businesses.
u NCCBI opposed H. 1231 Amend Apportionment Formula, which would eliminate the double-weighted sales factor. There is no need to change the current law because it is in line with other states and the elimination of this provision would place North Carolina at a competitive disadvantage. The provision is advantageous to companies that expand their facilities and increase their number of employees in North Carolina. The bill was re-referred to House Rules after being reported favorably out of House Finance.

Legal Issues and Workplace Policies
u Session limits offers voters an opportunity to approve an amendment to the state constitution so that long sessions (in odd numbered years) are limited to 135 calendar days and short sessions (in even-numbered years) are 60 calendar days. Another amendment would increase legislators’ terms from two years to four years. Session limits legislation has passed the Senate five times previously only to die in the House. The most recent Senate-passed bill is eligible for consideration when the legislature reconvenes in May. This will be NCCBI’s top legislative priority during the 2002 short session.

Tax and Fiscal Policy

u NCCBI supported a sales tax increase to raise revenue to help fill the state budget shortfall. Reasons for supporting a tax increase were to help preserve the state’s prized Triple A bond rating and to prevent cuts to education, transportation and other economic tools that draw business and industry to the state. NCCBI was also concerned that tax increases in other areas would hurt business and industry in the state and believes that a sales tax hurts everyone a little bit instead of singling out any particular segment of the population. As part of the final budget/tax package, a 1/2-cent sales tax was approved.

u S144 puts North Carolina businesses on a level playing field with out-of-state competitors by streamlining the collection of state sales taxes by authorizing the secretary of the Department of Revenue to enter into agreements with other states to try to collect the sales taxes from purchases made online. The measure, which is supported by NCCBI and many other groups, attempts to streamline the state’s sales tax code to make it easily enforceable through the use of computer software that would be made available to online merchants in other states. The collection mechanism could bring in $450 million in new revenue. Without this legislation, the state’s sales tax collections could decline.

Other Legislative Highlights


Here’s a bullet list of other major items that moved through the legislature this session. If applicable, each item is followed by the number of the bill referenced:

Education 
u Alternative learning pilot: Students suspended from school for fewer than 10 days will enter alternative learning programs to improve school climate and provide troubled students with the education and supervision they need. (S. 71)
u Partnerships between community colleges and businesses to establish business incubators, product testing and other economic-development efforts are now allowed. (S. 531)
u Character education is now required in every school system, and schools will be allowed to display the Ten Commandments (H. 195)
u Schools must eliminate unnecessary, duplicative paperwork. (S. 708) 
u Test scores cannot be the sole criterion for deciding whether to hold a child back; parents must be involved in the discussion. (S. 1005) 
u Local school boards must develop policies addressing sexual harassment of employees, including the consequences and reporting of incidents (H. 1149)
u Financial aid policies for community college students must make sure financial assistance will reach students with the greatest need, including students enrolled in training programs for high-demand jobs (H. 431)
u It’s now a crime for public school employees or job applicants to provide false information on employment applications (S. 778)  
u Gov. Easley’s “More at Four” pre-kindergarten program for at-risk 4-year-olds received initial funding.

Health Care  
u The new Patients’ Bill of Rights will make managed-care companies more responsive to consumers and more responsible for their decisions. Among the reforms: n Children will gain direct access to pediatricians, while those with serious illnesses will be able to see specialists directly. n Patients will be able to obtain necessary medications, even if they are not normally covered by their health plan. n Families will have better information about coverage options and care providers. n Managed-care providers can no longer give doctors financial incentives to limit treatment. n External reviews of coverage decisions will help hold managed-care providers accountable for their actions. n A new Patients Assistance Program will help North Carolinians understand their new rights as consumers. (S199)
u People applying for jobs as nurses must undergo criminal record checks. (S. 195)
u Health insurance must cover colorectal cancer screening, in accordance with American Cancer Society guidelines (S. 132)
u Insurance companies must use uniform credentials for care providers, in order to make sure applicants meet set standards (H. 1160)
u Group homes for developmentally disabled adults must meet specific standards, including smoke detectors and other building-code requirements (H. 387).
u Emergency Medical Services personnel must be credentialed by the Department of Health and Human Services. (H. 453)
u Improved organization and administration of mental health services – including community-based treatment and locally based management, better training, stronger accountability, and patient advocacy. (H. 381)
u A special trust fund will help the state begin to meet its most urgent needs in mental health, developmental disabilities and substance abuse services. (S. 1005)
u To help control health-care costs, until 2005 health benefit plans cannot mandate additional coverage unless it’s a cost-efficient expansion of coverage. Between now and then, a state study commission will examine cost-benefit issues regarding health coverage and make recommendations to the legislature. (H. 1048)
u An online health-care registry will allow North Carolinians to file power-of-attorney documents, care instructions, Do Not Resuscitate orders and organ donation declarations via the Internet. (H. 1362)
u The N.C. Medical Board may require any person treating a patient over the Internet or the telephone to obtain a state license. (S. 118)
 
Protecting Privacy
u Insurance companies cannot sell personal information about customers for profit without permission; medical records must stay confidential unless patients allow it to be shared. (S. 461)
u The State Privacy Act will stop government agencies from forcing people into disclosing their Social Security numbers. Now, if you don’t want to give your number to the government, you don’t have to. (H. 998)
 
Consumer Protections
u Customers who take their cars in for repairs have the right to inspect the parts removed from their vehicles and ask for a written estimate of repair costs. (H. 1067)
u Auto insurance providers cannot recommend that customers have their cars repaired by particular businesses unless those customers are notified of all their options. (H. 13)
u Mortgage bankers, brokers and loan officers must meet tougher standards for experience, ethics and training before they can be licensed in North Carolina. Standards include a code of conduct, a ban on loans with prepayment penalties on loans under $150,000, and at least three years of experience in residential lending. Brokers who violate the law could lose their license and face legal action from consumers. (S. 904)
u Lenders cannot secure a loan by giving a consumer an unsolicited check that, upon cashing, requires the consumer to repay the amount of the check plus interest – unless the check is clearly marked as a loan solicitation and informs the customer of the terms of the loan and the repayment obligations. (S. 723)
 
Environment
u $40 million for the Clean Water Management Trust Fund, the state’s only dedicated source of funding used to improve water quality and preserve sensitive lands. (S. 1005)
u The state’s auto emissions and vehicle inspection program was expanded into more counties and the fees were raises. (H. 969)
u Farmland preservation trust fund to protect open space. (S. 1005)
u The moratorium on construction and expansion of swine lagoons was extended. (H. 1312).

Economy/Infrastructure
u Funds were increased for road maintenance and rural highway construction. (S.1005)
u Additional funds for rail programs and public transportation were approved. (S. 1005)
u Water and sewer bond funds were turned into grants for rural communities, which make up 40 percent of total water/sewer needs. (S. 247)
u Employers who stop paying for health insurance without notifying workers could face felony charges. Self-insured companies must notify employees of the risks associated with such insurance plans. (S. 241)
u Streamlined and improved job-training programs to make sure that workers can learn the skills they need to get new jobs or keep the ones they have. (S. 1005)
u Put N.C. businesses on a level playing field with out-of-state competitors by streamlining the collection of taxes on out-of-state transactions. (S. 144)
u The governor was given $15 million in industrial recruitment funds to recruit new employers to N.C., which has suffered the nation’s highest job losses. (S. 1005)
u Expand business opportunities by directing the Department of Commerce to encourage businesses to seek federal contracts with the Department of Defense and to collaborate with other government and nonprofit entities to promote and market the Department of Defense as an industry in this state. (S. 85)

Justice/Public Safety
u A ban on imposing the death penalty on mentally retarded inmates was adopted (S. 173), and judges and attorneys in capital punishment cases are now required to have certain training and experience (S.109).
u The new Innocence Protection Act allows defendants to use DNA samples and evidence before a trial to help ensure that innocent people are not wrongly punished. (H. 884)
u Infant Homicide Prevention Act saves unwanted babies from being left to die. Parents who take unwanted newborns to hospitals and other authorized locations will not face criminal punishment. (H. 275)
u Bike helmets are now required for kids 16 and under riding on state roads. (H. 63)
u Testimonial privilege in domestic abuse or sexual assault cases: Victims’ conversations with counselors, rape crisis centers, etc. are kept confidential in court. (H. 643)
u Tougher penalties for drug sales and drug use in or near public parks (H. 1174) and child care centers. (S. 571)
u A person wrongly charged with a crime perpetrated by someone else using ID fraud may have his or her record expunged. (S. 262)
u Protect the state from foot & mouth disease by broadening the authority of the State Veterinarian if North Carolina is threatened by an outbreak. (S. 779)
u Clarify how drivers should pass parked and standing emergency vehicles, and require rental car companies to provide renters with written notice of the law forbidding motorists from passing a stopped school bus. (H. 774)
u Drivers who leave a gas station pump without paying will face criminal penalties and may have their license revoked after the second offense within seven years. (S. 278)
u It is now a crime to harm a law enforcement animal or an assistance animal, to harass such animals in a way that obstructs their duties. (S. 646)
u The stalking laws were strengthened to include harassment and fear for safety of the victim’s immediate family or close personal associates. (S 346)
u Protection from terrorist attacks. Stiff criminal penalties were adopted for making or delivering biological, nuclear or chemical weapons. n Those who manufacture, possess, store, sell or transport weapons of mass destruction would could serve 20 years to life in prison. n Using the U.S. Postal Service to deliver such weapons is punishable by 20 years to life. n Those who injure someone with poison gas, radioactive material or a biological agent could serve life in prison without parole. n Murdering someone with such weapons could result in the death penalty or life in prison without parole. n People who stage a hoax or make false reports about attacks of this type would be charged with a felony and could serve from five to 15 years. (H. 1468)
u Require research laboratories to keep an inventory of potentially dangerous biological agents, such as anthrax, and report those agents to the state to be included on a new registry. (H. 1472)

Good Government/Election Reform
u District court elections were made nonpartisan. (S. 119)
u Tougher penalties were adopted for violating campaign finance laws. (S. 1002)
u Requirements for labeling campaign ads in newspapers, radio ads and commercial billboards have been clarified. (H. 57)
u Require ballot instructions in English and Spanish in counties with large growth in Hispanic population. (H. 1041)
u State employees cannot be involved in or influence a contract on behalf of a public agency, or solicit and receive gifts in exchange for a commitment to influence the contract, if the contract personally benefits the employee or the employee’s spouse. (H. 115)
 u Require state reports to be double-sided to save money and paper. (S. 264)

Taxes
u Eliminate corporate tax breaks regarding royalty income, limited liability corporations and subsidiary dividends. (H. 1157)
u Give the Department of Revenue new tools to collect delinquent taxes, including a 20 percent collection fee charged to those in tax debt. (S. 353)
u New Bill Lee Act tax incentives for businesses to encourage them to locate or expand in North Carolina’s economically distressed communities. (S. 748)
u Penalties are waived for late tax returns, reports or payments in areas of the state that have been affected by a presidentially declared disaster. (H. 150)

 
After compromising, lawmakers adopt new congressional map 
Backing away from a bid to redraw the state’s congressional districts to give Democrats a better chance of winning seats, the Senate on Nov. 21 agreed to accept a map drawn up by the politically divided House that largely protects Republican and Democratic incumbents. The development came after Senate leaders conceded that any plan they proposed favoring Democratic challengers would fare little chance of passage in the House. 

The House plan, adopted on Nov. 15, protects incumbents in 11 of the state's 12 existing districts. It does give small boosts to Charlotte-area Cong. Mel Watt (D-12th) and Sue Myrick (R-9th), although Myrick's district shifts slightly to the east to include part of Union County. One substantial change in the map gives Cong. Robin Hayes (R-8th) more Democratic voters by including in his district parts of Charlotte and Fayetteville. 

Most observers believe that the new congressional map, which still must be reviewed and approved by the U.S. Justice Department to ensure it doesn’t dilute black voter strength, could change the makeup of the state's congressional delegation from a 7-5 Republican majority to a 7-6 Democratic edge, assuming that the state’s new 13th District will be won by a Democrat and that a Democrat will unseat Hayes in the 8th District.

The 13th District, which North Carolina gained as a result of the 2000 census, will include parts of Raleigh and arch northward to include Person and Caswell counties along the Virginia line and parts of Granville, Alamance, and Rockingham counties before dropping down to include parts of Guilford County, including precincts in Greensboro. Below is a list of where counties are placed in the new congressional map:


u 1st District — Bertie, Chowan, Edgecombe, Gates, Greene, Halifax, Hertford, Martin, Northampton, Pasquotank, Perquimans, Warren, Washington, and portions of Beaufort, Granville, Jones, Lenoir, Nash, Pitt, Vance, Wayne, and Wilson counties; 
u 2nd District — Franklin, Harnett, Johnston, Lee, and portions of Chatham, Cumberland, Nash, Sampson, Vance, and Wake counties
u 3rd District —Camden, Carteret, Currituck, Dare, Hyde, Onslow, Pamlico, Tyrrell, and portions of Beaufort, Craven, Jones, Lenoir, Nash, and Wilson counties; 
u 4th District — Durham, Orange, and portions of Chatham and Wake counties; 
u 5th District — Alexander, Ashe, Davie, Stokes, Surry, Watauga, Wilkes, Yadkin, and portions of Forsyth and Rockingham counties; 
u 6th District — Moore, Randolph, and portions of Alamance, Davidson, Guilford, and Rowan counties; 
u 7th District — Bladen, Brunswick, Columbus, New Hanover, Pender, Robeson, and portions of Cumberland, Duplin, Sampson, and Scotland counties; 
u 8th District — Anson, Hoke, Montgomery, Richmond, Stanly, and portions of Cabarrus, Cumberland, Mecklenburg, and Union counties; 
u 9th District — Portions of Gaston, Mecklenburg, and Union counties; 
u 10th District — Avery, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Cleveland, Lincoln, Mitchell, and portions of Gaston and Iredell counties; 
u 11th District — Buncombe, Cherokee, Clay, Graham, Haywood, Henderson, Jackson, McDowell, Macon, Madison, Polk, Swain, Transylvania, Yancey, and portions of Rutherford counties; 
u 12th District — Portions of Cabarrus, Davidson, Forsyth, Guilford, Mecklenburg, and Rowan counties; 
u 13th District — Caswell, Person, and portions of Alamance, Granville, Guilford, Rockingham, and Wake counties.

 
House redistricting plan shifts power to urban areas
Reflecting the surge in population in the state’s urban areas, the redistricting plan adopted by the House last month creates two additional districts in Wake County, giving it 10, and three in Mecklenburg County, giving it 13. The greater political power those and other urban areas gain under the new House map come at the expense of the state’s rural areas, mainly Down East, which will lose seats in the House.

Observers said the redistricting plan should help Democrats widen their current slim majority in the 120-member House from the 62 seats they now hold to 65 or perhaps 66. If could go much further toward solidifying the Democrats’ control of the chamber. An NCFREE analysis found that the new map increased the number of “safe Democratic” seats in the House from 25 to 38 and the number of “favor Democratic” House districts from 16 to 22. Similarly, the plan reduces the number of “safe Republican” districts from 31 to 24.

The plan reduces the number of two- and three-member House districts, thereby increasing the total number of districts from 98 to 112. A major criticism of the House redistricting plan is that it splits 70 counties into different districts, far more than now. 

The House redistricting plan, hotly debated for more than a month, was rammed through the chamber by Speaker Jim Black after he struck a deal with five African-American Democrats and one dissident Republican. Their votes gave him a 63-57 majority and allowed the plan to pass over the strident objections of Minority Leader Leo Daughtry (R-Johnston). 

The Republican Party promptly filed a lawsuit to block implementation of the plan. Of greater concern is that the new House map must now be reviewed and approved by the U.S. Justice Department to ensure it doesn’t dilute African-American voting strength. It will take the Justice Department from 60 to 120 days to complete that review, meaning a likely delay in the beginning of the candidate filing period next January and possibly the May primaries as well. 


The five African-American Democrats demanded, and got, 15 districts where blacks are in the majority and three others where blacks make up 40 percent to 49 percent of the population. The current House has 14 minority-majority districts and six where the population is 40 percent to 49 percent African-American. Rep. Monroe Buchanan (R-Mitchell), who previously was booted out of the GOP Caucus for siding with Democrats on budget issues, was the only Republican to vote for the redistricting plan.

 
Senate Democrats look even stronger under redistricting plan 
The already solid Democratic majority in the state Senate may get even stronger under the redistricting plan adopted in that chamber. According to an NCFREE analysis, the number of “safe Democrat” seats in Senate increases from 9 to 24 under the redistricting plan while the number of “safe GOP” seats rises from 12 to 14. The number of swing districts falls from 14 to five, according to the NCFREE analysis.
 
Like the House, the Senate redistricting plan shifts power from rural areas to the big cities, reflecting the cities’ gains in population. Wake County gains another Senate district and will have six senators from five districts.

Several charts detailing the demographic and political makeup of the redrawn congressional district as well as the new House and Senate districts are available at the General Assembly’s web site. 

For the congressional districts, go to: www.ncleg.net/gascripts/geography/proposed_plans.asp?PlanName=Congress_ZeroDeviation

For the Senate districts, go to:
www.ncleg.net/gascripts/geography/proposed_plans.asp?PlanName=NC_Senate_Plan_1C 

For the House districts, go to:
www.ncleg.net/gascripts/geography/proposed_plans.asp?PlanName=Sutton_House_Plan_3 

 

NCCBI makes session limits its top legislative priority 
The NCCBI Board of Directors has adopted a resolution stating that it will be the top priority of the association to lobby the General Assembly for passage of a bill calling for a referendum on amending the state constitution to limit the length of time the legislature can remain in session. 

The action came during a mid-year meeting of the board in Charlotte on Nov. 13 at which several board members expressed dismay that the legislature remains in session after having convened on Jan. 24, making it the longest one in the history of the state. Members took note of the fact that the General Assembly did not adopt a state budget until the fiscal year was nearly three months old. Members also expressed concern that the General Assembly’s continued delay in completing the redistricting process imperils orderly legislative and congressional elections next year. 

The NCCBI board unanimously adopted the resolution on the recommendation of the association’s governing Executive Committee, which had met earlier in the day. 

In urging the board to adopt the resolution, NCCBI Chairman Gordon Myers of Asheville, the Ingles Markets executive, pointed out that North Carolina is the only state in the Southeast and one of the few in the nation that has no constitutional or statutory limit on the number of days the legislature can remain in session. “Most average people now are reluctant to serve in the General Assembly because the sessions just seem to go on and on,” Myers said. “It’s nearly impossible nowadays for anyone who has to work for a living to serve in our so-called citizen legislature,” he added.

NCCBI President Phil Kirk said the association will make session limits its No. 1 goal during the 2002 session of the General Assembly, which will convene in May. 

“That the General Assembly remains camped out in Raleigh ten months after convening should eliminate any doubt that may remain in anyone’s mind that North Carolina needs session limits," Kirk said. “I don’t think our legislators are deliberately staying in session, but without a deadline in front of them, they simply don’t have any incentive to wrap up their work.” 

Kirk pointed out that Virginia’s legislature meets 45 days one year and 60 days the next. Georgia’s legislature meets only 40 days every year. Tennessee limits their legislature to 90 days a year. South Carolina’s legislature must adjourn by the first Thursday in June. In all 37 states impose either a constitutional or statutory limit on how long their legislatures can remain in session.  A copy of the resolution follows:


Resolution in Support of Session Limits
Whereas, the North Carolina General Assembly is in the midst of its longest session in history; and,

Whereas, North Carolina is the only state in the Southeast and one of the few in the nation which does not place a constitutional or statutory limit on the number of days its legislature can meet; and,

Whereas, the North Carolina Senate has on five occasions overwhelmingly supported a constitutional amendment to limit the sessions, which was sponsored by Senator David Hoyle; and,

Whereas, the longer and longer sessions are severely limiting the people who can afford to serve in our legislature and are making it more difficult for the political parties to recruit qualified people to run for the General Assembly;

Now, therefore be it resolved that North Carolina Citizens for Business and Industry (NCCBI) makes passage of this constitutional amendment the major priority when the legislature reconvenes in May and the executive committee and the board of directors call on its 2,300 members, including all local chambers of commerce, to make this goal a major priority and that they contact their state legislators in support of this long overdue and much-needed action.

Adopted this the 13th day of November, 2001.

Signed,
Gordon Myers, Chair
Phillip J. Kirk Jr., President and Secretary 

Hoyle makes strong case for session limits
The leading proponent for session limits in the General Assembly is Sen. David Hoyle (D-Gaston), who is serving his fifth term in the state Senate representing the 25th District covering parts of Cleveland, Gaston and Lincoln counties. Hoyle has sponsored five session limits bills that have passed the Senate in the past few years, all of which have died in the House for lack of action. Hoyle, who is a member of NCCBI, is co-chair of the Senate Finance Committee, vice chair of the Commerce and Education committees and a member of several other committees. The op-ed column he wrote below will be published in the January issue of North Carolina Magazine.


By Sen. David Hoyle
If the need to limit the amount of time lawmakers are in session in our state wasn’t obvious before, this year it is undeniable. As of the end of November, the 2001 General Assembly has been in session for longer than any legislature in North Carolina history.

Indeed, while North Carolina is supposed to have a part-time legislature, this year we have been in session longer than some states with full-time legislatures.

And make no mistake; these interminable sessions are bad for our state and its economy. It’s no surprise that without session limits, this year’s state budget was approved in September – more than two months after the new fiscal year started on July 1.

That’s why I was delighted to learn that North Carolina Citizens for Business and Industry has made limiting the length of the North Carolina General Assembly’s annual session the top issue for its legislative work next year.

With NCCBI’s help, we have a great opportunity to get this vital reform approved. The North Carolina Senate has overwhelmingly approved session limits in every sessions since 1995.

This year, as the session continued to stretch on and on, we approved session limits not once but twice. Both times, the measure failed to win support in the House of Representatives.

That’s where NCCBI can be so helpful. Those of us who support session limits need the business community to help us push this reform though the House. And let me be perfectly clear: this is not a partisan issue. Session limits has been passed in the Senate with support from both Republicans and Democrats. And they’ve been rejected – or at least ignored – by the House when the GOP controlled the chamber and also when the Democrats were in charge.

With NCCBI’s backing, we have a great opportunity to give voters a chance to add a session-limits amendment to the N.C. Constitution. If voters approve, the long session, held in odd-numbered years, would be 135 calendar days. The short session, held in even-numbered years, would be 60 days. A 10-day extension would be available if needed. Limiting sessions is not a new concept. In fact, North Carolina is just one of 11 states with no limits on the length of legislative sessions.

Session limits would save thousands of taxpayer dollars – dollars that ought to be used for other priorities, like education. Limiting the session will also improve government efficiency. Under our current system, the long session now begins in January, with the election of each chamber’s leadership. Then, while we are in session, it takes at least another month for new leaders to assign committees, choose committee chairmen and complete dozens of appointments that must be made before bills can be discussed and legislation approved.

Under my bill, each chamber would come into session right after the election, choose its leaders and then adjourn for a month to allow the legislature to get organized. Just this simple reform alone would cut at least a month off the length of the current session and save thousands of dollars.

But perhaps the most important argument for session limits is that it will protect North Carolina’s “citizen legislature” – the simple principle that being a lawmaker should not be the work of professional, full-time politicians. Rather, our state is founded on the idea that lawmakers should be teachers and business people and others from all walks of life – not just those who are retired or who have the means to support themselves while the legislature meets month after month.

Without session limits, the ideal of the citizen legislature will become a relic of the past and the pool of qualified people willing to spend months away from their jobs and their families to serve in public office will dwindle. Once that happens, we will have a legislature made up of people with little connection to the lives of real North Carolina families and businesses.

It’s my hope that this year’s legislative session and its dubious distinction of being the longest in state history will spark renewed interest in session limits when the General Assembly returns in May for its “short” session. With NCCBI’s help, let’s hope that 2002 will be the year we ensure that all legislative sessions do the work of improving North Carolina – and do it in a reasonable amount of time.



 
Studies bill gives hints at legislation that may surface next year
Observers and lobbyists closely read the so-called “studies bill” adopted by the General Assembly before it adjourns each year because it specifies what issues the Legislative Research Commission (LRC) may study during the interim. Often, these studies turn into bills that are introduced during the following legislative session. We’ve gone through this year’s lengthy studies bill and culled out those topics that will be of interest to NCCBI members:

Insurance and Managed Care Issues: Issues the LRC may study include high-risk insurance health pools; insurance availability in beach and coastal areas; moratorium on health insurance mandates; uninsured motorist coverage; motor vehicle insurers may not mandate non-original crash parts; workers’ compensation insurance classifications. 

Environmental/Agricultural Issues: The LRC will study deposits on beverage containers.

Government Regulatory Issues: Clear cutting and development growth management in Raleigh; safety requirements in state building code; naturopathy; establishing a state energy program and the use of alternative financing agreements to finance energy conservation projects in state facilities; government tort claims; impact of licensure and reimbursement requirements for licensed psychological associates on health care and on these practitioners; construction contracts/retainage reform. 

Transportation Issues: Steering and the offering of incentives with regard to motor vehicle glass repairs; use of cellular telephones in vehicles. 

Election Issues: Providing for a later primary date.

Consumer Issues: Mandatory arbitration provisions in consumer contracts.

Education-Related Issues: Payment of costs incurred by constituent institutions of the University of North Carolina for municipal services, including issues related to storm water systems, fire protection, and traffic congestion; reporting threats of school violence.

Civil Law: Distribution of wrongful death proceeds; use of traffic control photographic systems.

Other: Economic impact of state’s tourism industry; zero-based budgeting.

Availability of Liability Insurance for Long-Term Care Facilities, Physicians and Hospitals:
The LRC shall consider: The factors causing and compounding reductions in underwriting capacity; the underwriting and marketing practices of insurers and producers writing liability insurance for long-term care facilities, physicians, and hospitals; optional methods of risk management or risk sharing that may be utilized by long-term care facilities, physicians, and hospitals; the effects of diminished underwriting capacity in long-term care facility, physician, and hospital liability insurance on the state’s economy.  

Employment Security: The LRC may study issues relating to the state’s Employment Security Law, with an emphasis on the unemployment insurance tax. The study may include the following issues: Changes in the North Carolina economy and job market and their effect on the balance of the state Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund. What minimum and maximum balances would be most reasonable for the fund to assure that it will be adequate but not excessive. Recommendations from the Employment Security Commission, including the appropriate low balance in the Unemployment Trust Fund; the average duration of unemployment in the state and its impact on the appropriate tax rate and balance of the Trust Fund; the current reserve of the Employment Security Commission Reserve Fund, and the proper use of that reserve; the state Unemployment Insurance Tax base rate, options for adjusting the rate, and the effect on Trust Fund revenue resulting from the various options available to adjust the rate. 

Additional studies of interest approved in the study bill include:

Joint Legislative Growth Strategies Oversight Committee: The committee shall examine growth and development issues and strategies in order to make recommendations to the General Assembly on ways to promote comprehensive and coordinated local, regional, and state growth planning and public investment. The Committee may study recommendations of the Commission to Address Smart Growth, Growth Management, and Development Issues; consider strategies that help communities and regions maximize the benefits of growth by developing transportation choices, protecting natural and cultural resources, enhancing the vitality of downtowns and existing neighborhoods; analyze legislation from other states regarding local, regional and state planning and growth management; assess the viability of a comprehensive statewide growth policy; determine how to increase the full range of affordable housing opportunities for low- and moderate-income North Carolinians; and study the fiscal relationship between state agencies and the communities in which they are located.

Legislative Alcoholic Beverage Control Study Commission: The commission shall study the following matters: benefits and costs of “control” and “license” systems, as implemented in other states, or privatization of alcoholic beverage control, with particular focus on which type of system is more efficient; aspects of organization, structure, and function of the North Carolina ABC Commission and local alcoholic beverage control systems, including statutory authority, policy-making and regulatory functions, price-setting functions, distribution functions, purchasing, budget, staffing, capital assets, and other fiscal and financial matters; schedule, collection and distribution of alcohol-related taxes and fees, including the taxes and fees currently applicable and not applicable to the sale of alcoholic beverages; possible efficiency enhancements to the ABC system; other issues, including location and zoning of retail stores, liquor advertising, effects of price on alcohol consumption, uniformity throughout the state of alcoholic beverage availability and sales, and direct purchase of alcoholic beverages from out-of-state wholesalers. 

Dot Study of Piedmont Area Commuter Rail Line Acquisition: The Department of Transportation Rail Division shall study the feasibility of acquiring rail lines or usage rights on rail lines in Forsyth, Guilford and neighboring counties for commuter rail service operated by the Piedmont Authority for Regional Transportation. The department shall consult with the authority in conducting its study. The Department shall report its findings and recommendations to the Joint Legislative Transportation Oversight Committee by May 1, 2002. 

Joint Legislative Education Oversight Committee Studies. This ongoing study commission was authorized to consider a wide range of issues, including: residential charter schools, including what portion, if any, of the residential costs should be borne by the state, and whether nonresident students should be required to pay tuition; Halifax Community College service area, including whether additional townships in Northampton County should be included in the Halifax Community College service area; teaching personal financial literacy in schools; classroom experience for school personnel; schoolwork of suspended students; nutrition in public schools; tuition rates for noncitizen immigrant students; science, math and technology education; health care personnel education; the effects of requiring nine-month contracts of all full-time community college faculties; review of low-wealth school funding formula; high priority school assistance; performance-based licensure program; advisory State Board of Education members; participation of nonpublic students in public school extracurricular activities; and higher education residency requirements.  

Revenue Laws Study Committee:  Compliance with tax laws; travel and tourism capital incentive grants; credit card solicitation; apportionment formula. 

Joint Legislative Health Care Oversight Committee:  Medical services to persons with disabilities; prescription drugs; county share of the cost of Medicaid; long-term care aide workforce. 

Joint Select Committee On Information Technology Study: The committee shall examine issues related to protections for personal privacy and security, including the following: (1) Privacy protection and security of nonpublic personal financial information. (2) Privacy protection and security of personal consumer information. (3) Privacy protection and security of personal information collected on students by or through schools and their contractors. (4) Privacy protection and security of Internet use and use of electronic messaging. (5) Privacy protections and security for children online. (6) Privacy protection and security of medical records and personal health information. (7) Privacy protection and security of personal insurance information. (8) Privacy protection and security of personal information collected by the State. (9) Privacy protection and security of credit card numbers on credit card receipts. (10) Adequacy of the State’s computer “hacking” laws. (11) The potential interplay between federal security proposals and personal privacy considerations. 

Environmental Review Commission Studies: Appointment of local health directors; expanding land and water conservation options; interconnection of public water systems; storm water programs and policies; abandoned mobile homes; and alternative energy sources. 

House Select Committee On Various Environmental Rules: The committee may study any current rule adopted by, or any rule proposed by, the Environmental Management Commission or by the Coastal Resources Commission under the Coastal Area Management Act of 1974, Article 7 of Chapter 113A of the General Statutes, regarding the following subjects as well as the process whereby any such rule is adopted: (1) The creation, preservation, maintenance, and restoration of riparian buffers, buffers along lake shorelines, or buffers along the North Carolina coast. (2) Control of erosion and sedimentation resulting from the DOT engaging in land- disturbing activities. (3) The process of obtaining an air quality permit. (4) Any other current rule that the Committee determines is appropriate for study. The committee shall submit a final report of its findings and recommendations by Feb. 1, 2003, to the General Assembly. 

Reestablish North Carolina Tax Policy Commission:  The mission of the commission is to study, examine, and, if necessary, design a realignment of the state and local tax structure in accordance with a clear, consistent tax policy. This mission requires: (1) Establishing the principles of taxation upon which a sound state and local tax structure should be built for the 21st century. (2) Examining the current state and local tax structure to determine if it reflects these principles. (3) Recommending changes in the state and local tax structure to the extent it does, and does not, reflect these benchmark tax principles. (4) Recommending principles and practices to simplify and consolidate existing taxes to provide uniformity; to ease the administrative burden on the taxpayer; to maximize taxpayers’ use of electronic tax payment and reporting methods; and to reduce the costs of collecting and administering taxes. 

Joint Legislative Utility Review Committee Studies:  The committee is authorized to study clarifying and expanding the allowed uses of the money in emergency telephone system funds and making other statutory changes for the purpose of expanding the use of telecommunications systems for public safety purposes. The committee also is authorized to study requiring reductions in the emissions of certain pollutants from certain facilities that burn coal to generate electricity. 

UNC Board Of Governors Study Commission:  The commission shall study the method of election or appointment of members of the Board of Governors, the length of members’ terms, the number of terms a member may serve, and the size of the Board of Governors. The commission may examine the governing boards of other states’ institutions of higher education. 

Election Laws Revision Commission:  The commission shall prepare and recommend to the General Assembly a comprehensive revision of the election laws of North Carolina that will accomplish the following: (1) Remove inconsistencies, inaccuracies, ambiguities, and outdated provisions in the law. (2) Incorporate in the law any desirable uncodified procedures, practices, and rulings of a general nature that have been implemented by the State Board of Elections or its executive secretary-director. (3) Conform the statutory law to state and federal case law and to any requirements of federal statutory law and regulation. (4) Ensure the efficient and effective administration of elections in this state. (5) Continue the impartial, professional administration of elections, which the citizens of the state expect and demand. (6) Recodify the election laws, as necessary, to produce a comprehensive, clearly understandable structure of current North Carolina election law, susceptible to orderly expansion as necessary. 


 


Names in the News
Appointments made by House and Senate leaders
One of the last bills to emerge from each legislative session is the so-called “appointments bill” in which the Senate President Pro Tem and the Speaker of the House appoint people to literally dozens of boards and commissions. We’ve gone through this long piece of legislation and culled out those that include NCCBI members or are boards that are important to NCCBI members. The condensed list follows:

Senate President Pro Tem Marc Basnight’s Appointments 
u State Building Commission: Paul Davis Boney of New Hanover County for a term expiring June 30, 2004. 
u Centennial Authority: George Matthew Wood Jr. of Pasquotank County and Reef C. Ivey II of Wake County for terms expiring June 30, 2005. 
u N.C. State Bar Disciplinary Hearing Commission: Marguerite P. Watts of Pasquotank County for a term expiring June 30, 2004. 
u Environmental Management Commission: Robert G. Ray of Jackson County, Thomas K. Jenkins of Macon County, and Maurice Anthony Lasher of Buncombe County for terms expiring June 30, 2003. 
u N.C. Global TransPark Authority: Howard B. Chapin of Beaufort County and Frank B. Holding Jr. of Wake County for terms expiring June 30, 2005.

u N.C. Housing Finance Agency Board of Directors: Patricia G. Garrett of Mecklenburg

County and J. Adam Abram of Wake County for terms expiring June 30, 2003. Robert J. Yatko of Gaston County and William Womble of Wake County are appointed for terms expiring June 30, 2005.

u Information Resource Management Commission: Rufus Edmisten of Wake County for a term expiring June 30, 2005. 
u Local Government Commission: Marcus King of Wake County for a term expiring June 30, 2005. 
u N.C. Manufactured Housing Board: Troy Franklin Brickey of Forsyth County and J. P. Cauley of Lenoir County for terms beginning October 1, 2001, and expiring Sept. 30, 2004. 
u N.C. Museum of Art Board of Trustees: Elizabeth Hobgood Wellons of Johnston County and Julia Bryan Jones Daniels of Wake County for terms expiring June 30, 2003. 
u Northeastern N.C. Regional Economic Development Commission: Elsie Griggs Hollowell Pugh of Camden County, Ben Berry of Pasquotank County, Charlie Shaw of Chowan County, Ernie Bowden of Currituck County, Ray E. Hollowell Jr. of Dare County, and Robert B. Spivey of Bertie County for terms expiring June 30, 2003. 
u Petroleum Underground Storage Tank Funds Council: Michael Richard Haire of Perquimans County, Tom C. Mehder of Mecklenburg County, and Anne Coan, Douglas E. Howey, and Bill Weatherspoon of Wake County for terms expiring June 30, 2003. 
u N.C. State Ports Authority: Betty Medlin of New Hanover County for a term expiring June 30, 2003. 

u N.C. Agency for Public Telecommunications Board of Public Telecommunications Commissioners: Anthony M. Copeland and Thomas Archbell Morrow of Wake County appointed for terms expiring June 30, 2003.

u UNC Center for Public Television Board of Trustees: Beverly McCracken of Guilford County for a term expiring June 30, 2003. 
u N.C. Railroad Board of Directors: Thomas P. Dillon of Union County for a term expiring June 30, 2005. Michael L. Weisel’s appointment shall expire June 30, 2003. 
u Rules Review Commission: David Ray Twiddy of Chowan County, Jim Funderburke of Gaston County, Laura DeVan of Cumberland County, and Thomas Hilliard of Wake County for terms expiring June 30, 2003. 
u N.C. Rural Internet Access Authority: Patricia Ferguson of Bertie County, Dr. Donald P. Altieri of Anson County, and William S. Wellons Jr. of Cumberland County for terms beginning Aug. 1, 2001, and expiring July 31, 2002. 
u N.C. School of Science and Math: Richard F. Green of Brunswick County for a term expiring June 30, 2005. 
u Southeastern N.C. Regional Economic Development Commission: Jane W. Smith of Robeson County, William W. Phipps of Columbus County, and Kenneth Robinette of Richmond County for terms expiring June 30, 2005.
u N.C. Teaching Fellows Commission: LeRoy J. Walker of Durham County for a term expiring on June 30, 2005.

u Western N.C. Regional Economic Development Commission: D. Samuel Neill of Henderson County, Kenny Hankinson of Rutherford County, and William Forsyth of Cherokee County for terms expiring June 30, 2005. Michael Stephen Hawkins of Transylvania County for a term expiring June 30, 2003, to fill the unexpired term of David Huskins. 
u Wildlife Resources Commission: Russell Mohn Hull, Jr. of Pasquotank County, John Edward Pechmann of Cumberland County, and Eugene Price of Wayne County for terms expiring April 24, 2003. 

House Speaker Jim Black’s Appointments 
u State Building Commission: C. Neil Styers of Gaston County for a term expiring June 30, 2004. 
u Centennial Authority: O. Temple Sloan and Don Beason of Wake County for terms expiring June 30, 2003. 
u Environmental Management Commission: Anne Barnes of Orange County and Don Abernathy of Catawba County for terms expiring June 30, 2003. 
u N.C. Global TransPark Authority: R. Gene Braswell of Wayne County for a term expiring June 30, 2005. 
u N.C. Housing Finance Agency Board of Directors: Douglas R. Bebber of Buncombe

County, Brent Barringer of Wake County, Paul S. Jaber of Edgecombe County, and Bill Fitzgerald of Scotland County for terms expiring on June 30, 2003.

u Information Resource Management Commission: Olin H. Broadway Jr. of Mecklenburg County for a term expiring June 30, 2005. 
u Local Government Commission: David Huskins of McDowell County for a term expiring June 30, 2005. 
u N.C. Museum of Art Board of Trustees: James Treadaway of Catawba County and Rosemary F. Wyche of Halifax and Wake counties for terms expiring June 30, 2003. 
u Petroleum Underground Storage Tank Funds Council: Lloyd Williams Jr. of Cleveland County, Al Dorsett of Guilford County, David Knight and Leland L. Laymon of Wake County, and Bennie Gupton of Franklin County for terms expiring June 30, 2003. 
u N.C. State Ports Authority: David Freshwater of Carteret County for a term expiring June 30, 2003. 
u Property Tax Commission: Wade Wilmoth of Watauga County for a term expiring June 30, 2003. 
u Public Officers and Employees Liability Insurance Commission: Joe Kluttz of Stanly County for a term expiring on June 30, 2003.

u UNC Center for Public Television Board of Trustees: Ruth Cook of Wake County for a term expiring June 30, 2003. 
u Board of Public Telecommunications Commissioners: Jan Dempster of Moore County and

Herb Crenshaw of Wake County for terms expiring June 30, 2003.

u N.C. Railroad Board of Directors: Sharman Thornton of Mecklenburg County for a term expiring June 30, 2003. 
u Northeastern N.C. Regional Economic Development Commission: Fred Yates of Hertford County, Edmond Buckman of Beaufort County, and G.B. Warner of Pasquotank County for terms expiring June 30, 2002. John E. Schrote of Pasquotank County, Joe Landino of Tyrrell County, and Ralph Mobley of Martin County for terms expiring June 30, 2003. 
u Southeastern N.C. Regional Economic Development Commission: James L. F. Smith of Pender County, Roger F. Hall Jr. of Robeson County, and Kermit Williamson of Sampson County for terms expiring June 30, 2005. Henry E. Miller III of New Hanover County is appointed to fill the unexpired term of Gene Miller effective Dec. 5, 2001, for a term expiring June 30, 2003. 
u Rules Review Commission: Dr. Walter Futch of Brunswick County, Jennie Hayman of Wake County, and Dr. John Tart of Wayne County for terms expiring June 30, 2003. 
u N.C. Rural Internet Access Authority Commission: Bolling Gray McNeill Jr. of Columbus County, Dr. Cecil Groves of Jackson County, and Brad Phillips of Wake County for terms expiring July 31, 2002. 
u N.C. Rural Redevelopment Authority: Dr. Katherine Johnson of Nash County for a term expiring June 30, 2004.

u N.C. Teaching Fellows Commission: Millie Yongue of Scotland County for a term expiring on June 30, 2005.

u Western N.C. Regional Economic Development Commission: Craig Madison of Buncombe County, Leon D. Jones of Cherokee County, and George Couch of Polk County for terms expiring June 30, 2005. Van Phillips of Mitchell County is appointed for a term expiring June 30, 2003, to fill the unexpired term of R. Tracy Walker. 
u Wildlife Resources Commission: Troy Boyd of Pasquotank County, Robert L. Purcell of Wake County, and Charles W. Bennett and Gary Allen of Mecklenburg County for terms expiring June 30, 2003. 




Following is an excerpted list of bills 

ratified during this year’s session. The list excludes most local bills and includes only those that are of general interest to NCCBI members. Each bill is a hotlink. Clicking on the bill will take you to the General Assembly’s web site, where you can read and print out a copy of the new law:
	H3
	Encourage Reciprocity In Bidding Process.

	H7
	Amend Worthless Check Program.

	H13
	Motor Vehicle Repairs.

	H15
	Amend School Classifications.

	H31
	Presidential Elector Challenge.

	H32
	Congress Zero Deviation.

	H34
	Ban Butterfly And Punch Card Ballots.

	H42
	Property Tax Homestead Exclusion.

	H57
	Labeling Campaign Ads.

	H63
	Child Bicycle Safety Act.

	H78
	Grandparents As Supervising Drivers.

	H105
	Buncombe County Product Dev. Fund.

	H109
	Reimburse. Marriage/Family Therapists.

	H115
	Public Conflicts Of Interest.

	H146
	Modify Partnership Tax Credit.

	H150
	Extend Tax Deadline.

	H163
	Furniture Market Improvement Act.

	H182
	Amend Anti-Lapse Statute.

	H193
	Retirement Home Tax Change.

	H195
	N.C. History Taught/Student Citizen Act Of 2001.

	H228
	Election Of Comm. Coll. Board Members.

	H232
	Budget Revenue Provisions-2001

	H235
	Sanitary District Economic Development.

	H236
	Sanitary District Satellite Annexation.

	H275
	Infant Homicide Prevention Act.

	H307
	Minimum Housing Standards.

	H311
	Indian Tribe Unemployment Option.

	H321
	Budget Technical Corrections.

	H327
	Revise Treasurer Investment Authority.

	H329
	Adult Day Care Transportation

	H332
	Energy Improvement Program.

	H334
	Exemption For Interns.

	H342
	ESC Records/Evidence

	H343
	Remove Employment Security Sunsets.

	H344
	Domestic Employer Wage Reports.

	H350
	Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act Requirements.

	H351
	Utilization Review And Grievance Changes.

	H355
	State Building Code Changes.

	H357
	Umbrella Insurance Improvements.

	H359
	Viatical Settlements Rewrite.

	H360
	Health Insurance Omnibus Changes.

	H381
	Mental Health System Reform.

	H385
	Consolidate Business Provisions.

	H386
	Community College Audit Procedures.

	H410
	Disposal Of Community College Property.

	H421
	Budget Approval Process/Comm. Colleges.

	H431
	Financial Assist./Comm. College Students.

	H432
	Licensing Selling Of Cars.

	H434
	Amend Rule 9(J).

	H438
	Clarify Comm. Coll. Performance Measure.

	H440
	Embalmers And Funeral Directors.

	H558
	Real Estate/Travel Agent Fees Regulated.

	H570
	Tar-Pamlico Agricultural Rule.

	H571
	Simplify Taxes On Telecommunications-2.

	H573
	Eliminate Campaign Report Notarization.

	H593
	Health Insurance/Licensed Professional Counselor

	H598
	Building Inspections Contracted.

	H608
	School Employee Health Certificate.

	H609
	Well Construction Standards/Rule Making.

	H612
	Neuse River Water Quality Reclassification.

	H620
	Records Of School Suspension May Be Retained.

	H643
	Testimonial Privilege For Violence Victims.

	H663
	Honoring Victims Of Imperial Food Products Fire.

	H665
	Extend Limitations For Some Intentional Torts.

	H668
	Settlement Procedures In District Court Actions.

	H685
	Occupancy Tax For Certain Counties.

	H686
	Recreation Vehicles-Width/Length Changes.

	H689
	Tennessee Valley Authority Officers' Authority.

	H702
	Disposal Of Wetlands Mitigation Credits.

	H736
	Long-Term Care/Post Staffing.

	H800
	Speaker's Appointments.

	H803
	Reorganize Savings Institution Division.

	H804
	County School Acquisition

	H824
	Installation Of Sewer Cleanout Required.

	H831
	Election Changes.

	H884
	Innocence Protection Act.

	H935
	Facilitate School Construction.

	H938
	Community Colleges May Receive EDA Grants.

	H977
	Early Voting.

	H980
	Children In Voting Enclosures.

	H983
	Limit Liability/Landowner/Watershed Properties.

	H990
	State Board Of Education Confirmation.

	H998
	State Privacy Act.

	H1006
	Environmental Report Consolidation.

	H1025
	House Redistricting.

	H1041
	Ballot Instructions In Spanish.

	H1045
	Restore Workers' Comp. Stability.

	H1046
	Election Changes.

	H1048
	Moratorium On Health Insurance Mandates.

	H1053
	Action On Construction Payment Bond.

	H1063
	Pay For Performance/Lust Cleanups.

	H1067
	Clarify Auto Repair Bill Of Rights.

	H1068
	Long-Term Care Facil./Quality Of Care.

	H1070
	Trustees And Estate Law Changes

	H1073
	Register Of Deed/Business Reinstatement.

	H1098
	Amend Deposit Account Law.

	H1126
	Clarify Residency For Reg. Or Voting.

	H1143
	Sports Club ABC Permits.

	H1147
	Hospital Temporary Bed Increases.

	H1149
	School Policies On Harassment Of Employees

	H1154
	Crime Victims' Rights Act Amendments.

	H1160
	Health Ins./Uniform Provider Credentialing.

	H1161
	Appointments To State Board Of Ed.

	H1186
	Voter Registration By Fax.

	H1188
	Protection Of Voter Rolls.

	H1193
	Voter Address Change By Fax.

	H1257
	Stream Identification For Buffer Rules.

	H1269
	Rental Cars-Advertising And Charges.

	H1299
	Underground Storage Tank Program Funds.

	H1301
	Clarify Petroleum Lust Cleanup Requirements.

	H1312
	Extend Swine Moratoria/Animal Waste Amends-5.

	H1324
	Amend Retirement Definitions.

	H1341
	Amend Auctions/Auctioneers Laws.

	H1431
	Car Property Tax Credit.

	H1448
	Make Meals Tax Penalties Uniform.

	H1468
	Certain Weapons Of Mass Destruction.

	H1471
	Bioterrorism Defense Funds.

	H1472
	Biological Agents Registry.

	H1477
	Congressional Redistricting Wright 3a.

	S3
	Desert Storm License Plate.

	S9
	Interstate High-Speed Rail Commission.

	S11
	Election Changes-Misc.

	S14
	Election Rewrite/Counting And Canvassing

	S16
	Municipal Election Boards

	S17
	Election Rewrite/Ballots And Voting

	S25
	Lease-Purchase Up To Three Prisons.

	S45
	Unlawful To Impede A School Bus.

	S71
	Suspended Students/Alternative Programs

	S85
	Expand NC Business Opportunities.

	S92
	Various Local Occupancy Taxes.

	S109
	Require Experience For Death Penalty Cases.

	S118
	Medical Treatment By Internet/Toll-Free Number.

	S119
	District Court Elections Nonpartisan.

	S123
	Special Obligation Bonds For Water/Sewer.

	S132
	Health Insurance/Colorectal Cancer Screening.

	S144
	Streamlined Sales And Use Tax Agreement.

	S162
	Property Tax Amendments.

	S165
	Revenue Laws Technical Changes.

	S168
	HMO Cease And Desist.

	S173
	No Death Penalty/Mentally Retarded.

	S178
	Adult Care Home Assesment.

	S181
	Pass-Through Entity/Housing Tax Credit.

	S195
	Criminal Record Checks For Nurses.

	S199
	Managed Care Patients' Bill Of Rights.

	S206
	Tourist Directional Sign Program.

	S210
	Satellite Annexation Agreements.

	S220
	Define Time Stock Abandoned For Escheats.

	S221
	Amend Public Health Authorities Act.

	S236
	HFA Bonds.

	S241
	Health Insurance Termination Notice.

	S243
	Red Light Cameras/Certain Cities.

	S247
	Reallocate Clean Water Bonds/Defer Bond Issue.

	S264
	Require State Reports Double-Sided.

	S269
	Amend Investment Advisor Law.

	S277
	Community Development Exemption.

	S278
	Theft Of Gasoline/License Suspension.

	S300
	Amend NC Emergency Management Laws.

	S310
	Uniform Securities Regulation.

	S311
	Housing Finance Agency Bonds.

	S312
	Amend Environmental/Health Laws.

	S318
	Insurance Producer Licensing.

	S321
	Insurance Exam Law Amendments.

	S352
	Extend Lien For Public Health Nuisance.

	S353
	DOR Debt Collection Changes.

	S362
	Confirmation/Robert Powell/State Controller.

	S365
	Electronic Listing For Property Taxes.

	S378
	Education Degree Not Required/Local Superintendent.

	S395
	Plumbing And Heating Contractors.

	S396
	Electrical Contractors.

	S405
	Infrastructure Reimbursement.

	S431
	Adjust License Thresholds For Inflation.

	S432
	Water And Sewer Authorities.

	S446
	Pharmacy Technicians.

	S459
	Insurance Financial Amendments.

	S461
	Insurance Information Privacy.

	S463
	Amend Nursing Practice Act.

	S466
	Workers Compensation Amendments.

	S468
	Workers Comp. Cancellations And Renewals.

	S476
	Realignment/Superior Court Judge Districts

	S531
	Umstead Act Exception/Community Colleges.

	S538
	Bill Lee Two-County Projects.

	S627
	Liability Insurance For Univ. Students.

	S628
	Out-Of-State CPAs/Fees.

	S633
	Building Code Pilot Program.

	S650
	Comm. College Satellite Campus In Stokes Co.

	S690
	Centennial Authority Changes.

	S703
	Immunity/Honoring Portable DNR Order.

	S708
	Reduce School Paperwork.

	S714
	Amend Certificate Of Need.

	S716
	Poll Worker Discharge.

	S719
	TTA Eminent Domain.

	S729
	Motorcycle Insurance Rates.

	S731
	Transportation Planning.

	S735
	Change Education Cabinet Membership.

	S748
	Bill Lee Act Changes-AB.

	S749
	Nursing Home Administrator Act.

	S774
	Public Enterprise Customer Billing Privacy.

	S778
	Criminal History Checks Of School Employees.

	S779
	Control Foot & Mouth/Animal Disease Outbreaks.

	S780
	Amend Physicians' Liens Statutes.

	S783
	Extend Sunset/Demolition Debris Landfill.

	S790
	Good Funds Settlement Act Revisions.

	S795
	Repeal Chapter 78b/Amend Securities Act.

	S798
	Senate Redistricting.

	S801
	Firemen Reporting.

	S811
	Parent Of Suspended Student/Adequate Notice.

	S817
	Building Code Revisions.

	S823
	Promoting NC Grape And Wine Industry.

	S826
	Criminal Record Check Change/Long-Term Care.

	S833
	Possessing Fraudulent ID To Get Liquor.

	S842
	Business Entity Changes.

	S852
	Insurance For Public Works Projects.

	S860
	Interstate Trust Business.

	S876
	Day Reporting Centers.

	S881
	Workers' Comp Awards Filed As Judgments.

	S882
	Conform NC Law To Commodities Exchange Act.

	S885
	Unsafe Buildings.

	S888
	Nonresident License Fees.

	S890
	Money Transmitters Act.

	S904
	Enact Mortgage Lending Act.

	S907
	Organ, Eye, And Tissue Donor Registry

	S920
	Environmental Technical Corrections.

	S937
	C.O.N.-Adult Care Homes Regulated.

	S951
	Prevent Unnecessary Filing Of Briefs.

	S970
	Grape Growers Council Funds.

	S1002
	Campaign Finance Enforcement.

	S1005
	The Appropriations Act.

	S1023
	Revise Uniform Electronic Transactions Act.

	S1036
	Building Code Subject To APA.

	S1056
	Financial Oversight For Housing Authorities.

	S1066
	Amend Appraisers Act.

	S1101
	Confirmation Utility Comm. Appts./Exec. Director
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Compromise allows


redistricting to pass 
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